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Colthrop Parker, E1q; 


SIR, 


Hope you'll Pardon my Pre- 

ſumption, if I trouble you 
to read this Book, in your leiſure 
hours (if you have any from 
doing Good) which I partly 
Tranſlated, and partly Compos'd 
in Mine. I muſt humbly Re: 
queſt another Fayour from you, 
and that is your Protection. (if it 
| is not an Encroachment) be- 
cauſe you are qualifi'd to Judge 
of the Performance, and (if you 
approve of it) to defend me a- 
| A-2 gainſt 


| The Dedication. 
gainſt the unmannerly Cenſures 
of ill-natur'd Men. ' take this 
Opporcunity likewiſe, publickly 
co acknowledge my great Obl:. 
gations . both to you, | and 
your good Lady, whoſe exten- 
tive Charity, and exemplary De- 
votion, prevent my juſt Com- 
mendations of her to the World. 
The fulſome Flatteries which u- 
ſually fill the Dedications of indi- 
gent, cringing Authors, oblige me 
not to diſplay your Vercues, and 
Accompliſhments, which have 
been conſpicuous, both in our 
own, and Neighbouring Coun- 
tries. It was the Opinion of the 
moſt Learned Rabbins, (as Menaſ- 
 ſeb Ben-Iſrael informs us in this 
Treatiſe ) That a Man's Life 
might be prolong'd by medi- 
; cacing 


cating ON God's Law, and keep- 
ing his Communduatns now 
ſince this ſeems highly probable, 
I have good Reaſon to believe, 
you may religioully expe&t as 
long, and as Happy a Courſe of 
years, as ſome of your pious Fa- 
mily have arrivd to.. I may 
without the impuration ot Flat- 
tery, confidently affirm the ſame 
of your {incerely vertuous La- 
dy. 

That you may both enjoy, 
( till a good old Age gently: 
leads you to decay) the ſame 
Healch, and the ſame Comtforts 
you do now, is the hearcy Wiſh 
of, 

Your moſt obliged 


Humble Servant, 
EF. 


"Jhe Dedication. / "NY 
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The Tran(lator's Preface. 


TW Doubt not but the World will expe& 
|| ( according to Cuſtom) the Reaſons 
that induc'd me to Tranſlate. Now 
ſdme of them are theſe ; 1ſt. My own Dt- 
verſjon. 2d. Becauſe | imagin'd, that others 
would have the ſame ſatisfaftion, and im- 
provement, that I had'in the. peruſal. 3d. 
( and F'!l add no more.) becauſe the Ori- 
ginal is very ſcarce, and not to be purcha- 
ſed at any Rare. 
' T have done ſo much Juftice to my Au- 
thor (and no more is to be expected) that 
as he has expreſs d himſelf in plain and ea- 
ſte Latin, I have endeavour to make him 
ſpeak clear, familiar, and unaffefted En- 
glifh. His thoughts are not very bright in 
the Original, and therefore you muſt ex- 
pet no mighty Splendour in the Tranſla- 
tion. "As his Stile is not very Polite, ſo 
there is no /a Cadence des Periodes ( as the 
Frenchman ſays) in mine. As Modeſty 
and Humility were conſpicuousin his Tem- 
per , fo likewiſe are they diſcernible- in 
the Propoſals of his Sentiments. He deli- 
vers other Men's with fidelity and candour, 
and his own with ingenuity and ſubmiſlt- 
on. His Judgment is folid, and his Argu- 
ment ſtrenuous, and if his Reaſons are 
not ſo fine as other Men's, yet they are 
juſt and impartial.  * * "a 
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The Tranſlator”s Preface. 
This .Treatiſe was begyn at the Requeſt 
of Fo Beverovicimes \ a Senator. and Profe(- 
ſour of Phyſick in Dor:,) who had, not ma- 
ny Years before with ſeveral. others, ( as E» 
pai copiaes, Mer ſemis, Rivetzes, C.Barlewus Voſſh- 
#5, &C. engag'd in. the fame Controverlie, 
Bur not being ſully cantented with the va- 
rious Opinions of Chriſtian Writers, upon 
theſe Subjetts, he importun'd this Author. 
to inform him likewiſe what 'the Eminent, 
Rabhins: and Talmudick Dottors ſaid: about 
them;for fear (as hetells us himſelf) it would 
' be agreat injury to his Profeſſion, did Men 
believe, that the Time of their Death was 
fo abſolutely determin'd by God, that they, 
could neither die ſooner or live longer than. 
that fatal Period, whether they. took the 
Advice and Preſcriptions of the Phy ici Cans 
or not. I muſt confets.I have omitted in the 
Tranſlation his numerous Quotations, be- 
cauſe {carce any Man has halfoftheAuthors 
to conſule, and if he had, the Advantage. 
would not be very great. Some Men of late 
have. not been very, jult ra their. Authors, 
buc I-declare plainly I believe he is. Some 
places ( but very few) I have not iranſla- 
ted, becauſe the Senſe-is the ſame in other 
Parts. 
I muſt declare Cabins elſe too, and 
that.is, that I am notof thoſe Men's minds 
and humour that grow conceited with an- 
Author ; and if. there be any thing {rue or 
B 
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The 'Tranſlator's Preface: 
good in a Book, are preſently extravagant 
mn extolling it ; ' who: pleaſe themſelves with: 
what they do not underſtand, and would: 
fain haveall the World admire-ic-with them.” 
F have a great and true reſpect for the Au- 
thor,.and fore of his Works (perhaps) de- 
ſerve as favourable a Reception as 'moſt_of 
our late ModerryChriftians.. Here isenough 
in this to improve the Knowledge of a wiſe 
Man, and 'very-few of thoſe Rebbinical Fa- 
bles, that rather divert; than inſtru the 
Reader. ' 1 am ſure Beverovicizs thought it 
would be beneficial to the Contmonwealth 
of Learning (as he-tells chis great Author 
in a courteous Letter) and was highly plea- 
ſed himſelf, to ſce the Opinions'of the Rab- 
bins and Cabbaliſts about this dark Contro- - 
verſie.. - | 

I contentedly expett the Cenſures of a 
Sert of Men; who value no Performances 
but their own; but let them empanel aJu- 
ry of the ſoureſt Criticks, I bravely deſpiſe 
their Verdi, becaufe I am ſure of the Be- 
nefit of the Clergy. Ifthey find fault with 
it becauſe *tis only a Tranſlation, (and that 
no Vivacity of Wir, Strength of Judgment, 
Subtilty of Reaſoning, or cloſe Application 
to Lexicons or Indexes, are requiſite to ſet 
up a Tranſlacor)) F ſhall preſently. anſwer 
them, I only made uſe of a little'diſcrerion 
m making choice of an Author, that may 
perhaps be more ſerviceable to the Ad- 

” | VAance- 
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The Tranſlator s Preface, 
vancement of Knowledge, and ( pardon 
me for ſaving it ) Chriſtianity too, than 
the late ſtupid Defences for a lewd ill-go- 
vern'd Stage ; or the abominable Libels of 
all reveal'd Religion, and of our moſt holy 
Faith, that have been publiſh'd by the per- 
fidious Underminers of them. 

Some Men I know will quarrel with me 
(bur nor ſting me) for letting Women, and 
part Apprentices know what theFews have 
faid concerning theſe matters. Butif I can 
improve any Man's knowledge, though 'tis 
a QCobler's, I ſhall not refuſe to be his hum- 
ble Servant at Command. 

If the bold Maintainers of Mr. Hobbs's 
Sophiſtical Principles concerning irrevoca- 
ble: Fate and Neceſlicy, are diſpleasd with 
the Author or the Tranſlator, Vil leave 

them ro be confuted by the Learned Dr. 
H. More, ( Immortal. of the Soul. B. 2. c.;.) 
or ( what is worſe ) by their Neceſſity. 

My Author has divided his Treatiſe into 
three Books. In the firſt he maintains that 
there is a certain Term of Man's Life, and 
tells us how this wasunderſtood by theAn- 
cient and Modern Fews. In the 2d he han- 
dies that celebrared Problem, wherher this 
Term is fix'd or alterable. In the 3d he cn- 
deavours to ſhew, how God's Fore-know- 
Hedge and Man's Free-will are to be recon 
Eiled. I have tranſlated all the Texts of Scri 
wars PE Pn TON prure 


The 'Tranſlator's Preface. 


 pture(quoted by 44. B-7) according to the 


laſt Tranſlation of our Bibles. 
Now becauſe *cis plain that Ihave ſome 
time, and Paper to ſpare, it may be expe- 


_ ted I ſhauld declare my own Sentiments 


about theſe things. I am forry I amoblig'd 
to diſappoint theſe Men, but I will comply 
fo far, as to diſcover (I have his leave for 
it) the Opinion of an _intimate Acquain- 
tance. Says he, We cannot be too cautious: 
of avoiding that Opinion, which Demure 
People have entercain'd of God's pre-de- 
rermining the Atts of our Will, and of ab- 
ſolurely pre-ordaining the means, as well as 
the end. For this ſeems to cut of a poſit 
bility of Guilt, and a poſlibility of Inno-. 
cence ; for what poſlibility is there of ab- 
ftaining from that Sin,which by God's De- 
termination is acknowledgd to be inevita- 
ble ? How can that be a Sin which carries 
no contrariety to God's Will; as being pre- 
ordaiin'd, and fo WilPd by him ? This O- 
pinion, continues he) ſeems to rob us of 
our Underſtandings, and Wills, for what uſe 
is there of Underſtandings, if we cannot do 
what we know, or of our Wills, if we do 
not Act that voluntarily which we do ? 
How apt are Men when chey look upon 
Chriſtianity as a Chain, anly of facal Cay- 
ſes, and affix all Events co a neceſſary 
Concatination of Cauſes, to throw off all 
choughts of a Judgment co came, and to 

under- 


- That cheſe things will be: Diſj putes as 
-the World | laſts, unleſs Men grow - wiſer 
- than-ro-rrouble themſelves with ſuch Que- 
- tions as are above their reach, and which 
they can never have a clear Notion, and 

- Perception of. | 
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undervalue'all Threats which.:might re- 
ftrain their Impieries, and all-Rewerds that 
might oblipe them 'to Obedience; and 
ſd run intothoſe Extreams which are oppo- 
fre to God's Laws, and irreconcileable to 


the Civil C bnſticutionsof Men; for he that * 


conceits himſelf ked by ſuch irreſiſtable De- 
crees; will nor only. profecute his own Fans 
fie, (and ſo 'tranſgreſs) bur even hate all 
Laws, and all thoſe too, who are by Duty 


_ obligd to puruſh: them for their Extrava- 


-Thiis all Tihall offer now. becauſe lam 
rold (by a very. great Man of our Church ) 
4n tis Diſcourſe of Death, Se. 5. p 186. 


oNg as 


The Reaſon of concealing my Name, is 


_ toO'great to be inferred here, but when I 
' have another Opportunity, I will ſhew 
that T'am not aſham'd of it. 


I - have preſenred the World with the 


| ny Account of + HMenaſſeb Ben-Iſrael's Life, 


that I could pick up in his own Writings, or 


' in common Converſation. If any one can 


oblige me with any thing more remarkable, 
I hope I ſhall have roomto inſert that, and 


"my Thanks in another Edition. 


Farewel. 
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Menaſſeb Ben-Ijrae. 


ENASSEH Ber-Ifrael wat 
bor: in Portugal about” the 
> Tear 1604, in the Reign of 
Philip the 1IT. Xing of Spain, ZFis Fa- 
ther was Joſeph Ben-Iſrael, a rich and 
eminent Merchant. His Mothers Name 
was Rachel Soeira,' who was "deſcended 
from an Honourable Family. 

His Father being perſecuted, by the 
Spaniſh Inquiſition, for his Religion, 
and having. loſt his Goods, and almoſt his 
Life, ( for he was three times moſt his 
barbarouſly Tortur'd ) ' privately made 

as Es \ 


his 
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IT The Life of 


hs Eſcape to Holland with bis = 
and Children, Ephraim and Men: 

Not bo ue after hs Arrival, Men afſeh was 
cma—_ to. the Cart of R. Iſaac Unel, 
who inſtrufed him in the Hebrew Lan- 
T i - guage ; te which he made fo great a\Pro- 
| ficiency, that at the Ave of Eighteenf * 


- I. rm «a. 


Tears, he ſucceeded bi, Maſted 5 zn the © 
= Synagogue at Amſterdam, where hel ® 
| Preach'd and explaind the Talmud for ? 
'F ſeveral Tears together. Qf the exafl lo 
| | time of his Marriage , 1 cannot at pre-|” 
Wt | ſent be informd : But his Wife's Namel * 
'1i was Rachel, of the Family of Abravanel, © 
I! ur to the King of Spain d 
il | whoſe Pedegree ſome of the Jews ( b 
ji trow not upon what grounds) derive fro ia 
O, 
el 
E 
5th 
bu 
th 


David. He had by htr two Sous, Joſeph 
axd Samuel) and one Daughter, name 
Grace. Hy Circumſtances being ver 
low, ( for his Salary from the Synagog 

was n0* above fifty Doſars per annum 

| he was forc'd to ſend to bis Brother E 

ff ; phraim, at Braſil, f0 Put him in 4 00 
thodl to mend his Fortunes by Merchaa A 
dize. In the. mean time he apply d bim 


| AfetleSm of Philoſophy, and : , 
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| Menafſeh Ben-Joarl, ll 


Eloly Scriptures, to which he was addi- 
ed , even from his Child- hood. 
pr waintain 'd 4 good C erreſ we wc 
1 ſeveral. Lobel a Fes rg Mew 0 
'þ| his time, and was X Groth Th rd 
and Reſpeed by them, as I ſhall ſhew 
in its god place. . But aft ifter be Ze Was 
engag'd (to by unexpreſſibie Grief) in a 
way. of Traffick, he was very much di-- 
Ir verted from the Proſecution Ul his bes 
zl loved Studies. Great part of his time, 
a x taken up in the Preſs, for be Prin- 
tel ied all bis. Books with his own Letters, 
| and at his own Ex pence ; ſo that confir 
\ dering hes prota 0 in the Dnagegue, 
C Joe: are of the Preſs, and neceſſary Em- 
7 bis Domeltick Affairs, be bad 
bb —_— to diſcharge the common 
"1 Offices of Friendſbip. Notwithſtanding all 
this, (upon an Invitation) he came into 
| England,zs the times of the execrable,and 
un-natural Rebellion, His flay here was 
Fl Gut ſhort becauſe he did not meet with 
EY that Encouragement which he expefted. 
| However he bad the joyful Satisfaftion, 
of to contribute to the Settlement of thoſe 
y kd his own Religion in this Country. 
42 
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that one put apex bis Great Maſe 
For they laid to his Charge things that] 4: 


he knew not. This, 7 ſay, might rea-j# 


= ſonably be diſagreeabe to him, bees uſe of 


zt renew d ( as it were) the remembrance(®! 
of bis. Predeceſſors Shame, Cruelty, an li 
Puniſhnient. Aud he might Fanſfe that", 
what they ſuffer'd for the Crucifixion off '4! 
one , theſe might ſuffer for the Decol 7] 
lation of the other. "623 RE 

When he departed from England, bel 


went into Zealand, and a I was in{** 


form d(by that moſt courteous and ingeniJÞin 
| | _of 


Menaſſeh Ben-Iſrael. » 
ous Jew; Mr. Gomeſera)) he breath'd his 
laft (about the fifty third Tear of hisAge) + 
| at Middleborough ;' but by the Genero- 
e-| ity. of the Jews of Amſterdam, his Bo- 
5. | dy. was brought thither , and decently 
#-(in:err d at their Expence, . 
sf Je left one of his Sons behind 
5s ([bim in England, who. married into a 
-d | Credible Family,but did not. long furaive 
[bis good Father, leaving behind him ouly 
ut ove Child. Fow his other Son and Daugh 
n,|zer were diſpos'd of I canvot yet Learn, 
nel 4 hope IT ſhall incurr 'no Man's Cen- 
Aſare, if' 1 preſent the World. with. a 
bort. Charafter of this great Rabbin. 
He was in his. Opinion a Phariſce, (as 
i ſeems they are all at this time) but 
of,a Temper diredly contrary to thoſe, 
who. are deſcrib'd to us by the Evange- 
liſts... 4 the time he could ſpare from 
urgent Bufineſs, he ſpent among the beſt 
I\.4uthors of- all Claſſes, as will appear to 
any one that conſults his Writings. 


[Though be was not a Gaſſendus in Phi- 


| loſophy, or a Grotius in Divinity; yet 
be was reputed the moſt celebrated Rab- 
iAbin'of bis Age. His chiefeſt Applice- 

| | a } tron 


at) 


vi. | The Life of 


Ton was to Huſtrate the Books of thel* 
* Old Teftament, avd he bus ſucceee ed fol” 


well in this Ondertaking , that _ : 


Perks are almbſt a good Comment 


it. = was always induftrivus, cahe - 


' ful, an d frugal ; bers Appreben/ion wi 
quick, bs Judgment Joltd , and his Rea- 
fon mbt too Ras, and fi whtile. Fe 
was a lyving Fimband, a tind Father 
all apeacea. Subjett. Fe was of a 
moiteſff, ſober and affab/e Temper. 
| Tf fball beg Leave vo digyeſs into one 
Inſtance of "this, which was tmpartes 
zo me by an Honoured Friend. Being 
about fo make bis Tour in the unite 
| Provinces, he acquaimied his Tutor (i 
IPorthy aud Learned Fellow of Quee 
College i | Cambridge) with his Re 
folution. Upon this Find Information 
bis Tutor requeſted the Favoxr of him 
to purchaſe two Hebrew Books th- 
were very wicommon, and withal added 
That be thought Menaſſch  Ben-Iſrac 
_ was the likelieſt Perſon to procure t 
for him, or ſatisfie him concerning tt 
Tpor this Gentlemas's Arrival at An 
.fterdam, be hn aan engquir hy 
| abi 


[ 


Menafſeh Ben-Ifrgel. - vit 
6.1125 Eminent 'Rabbin ; and in a little 
Ja time after made bim a Vifit , which 
red 945 as civilly receiv/d, as paid. He 
. {old our Great Author .the occafien of 
kl 215 Coming, and defir d him (if poſſi» 
_y ble) to help bim to two Hebrew Books, 
oa. hich could not he purchas d- in Eng- 
land. He readily comply d with this: 
a | Requeſt, and at the ſame time cut theſe 
r | Books out of a large Yolume, in which 
| they had been bound up, with others of 
the ſame L anguage. / need not ex- 
4 preſs the Pleaſure this Learned Jew - 

. | had in granting this Courtefie, or the 
I Gentleman in receiving it, or the great 
{4 Obligation the ingenious Tutor had to 
both. But to proceed: The Study of 

>, the Scriptures made him paſjonately 
delight in Devout Contemplations. In 
Truth , he was a Man of a fingular 
Pertue , and Integrity of Mind, qnd 
A ſeemd to want no Accompliſhment, but 
J the Faith of a Chriſtian. Several Wor- 
thy Men of this Natioy, (viz. Dr.Nath. 
1 Homes, Dr. Jeſley, Mr. Boyle,) as well 
of as of bis own, and of other Flaces ſet- 
1 led a Correſpondence with him, aud have 
"if | 44. vor 
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by & = s Cranks 4 16 
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wort been backward to grve bim juff 


Encomitms. But eſpecially that Lear- 


zed Senator, aud Phyſician of Dort, Be- 
verovicius, maint:ind an intimate 
Friendſhip with him, as long as be livd. 

Fe was of a middle Stature, and in- 
clining to Fatneſs. Fe always wore his 
own Pai , which (many years before 


| 


J 


( 


his Death) was very Grey; ſo that} 


| bis Complexion being pretty freſh, his 


Demeanor Graceful, and Comely , his 
Habit plain and decent , he Command: 
ed an aweful Reverence which was juſt- 
ly due to ſo venerable a Deportment : 


In ſhort, he was un homme fans Paſſi- 


on, fans legierete, mais Helas! ſans o- 


-pulence. . 


I cannot But obſerve here (with the 
Readers leave) that ſome People have un- 
accountably reach'd *out their Malice a- 
gainſt the Jews, who were once the only 
People of God. It is true ſome of then, 
about Seventeen hundred years 4 igno- 


. yantly . (But barbarouſly) Crucified our 


Bleſſed Redeemer ; AQts 3. 17. 13. 27. 
but alas ! That perverſe Generation miſe- 


 rably ſmarted for it, as the Learned Jo- 


ſephus 


ſephus i= his Wars of the Jews faittr 
fully records. 1 ſhall not pretelld to grve 
an Abridgment of his Works, eſpecially 
after the Endeavours 'ofa lite Excellent 
Author : But I. ſhall ouly briefly diſco 
ver, how and where they were diſpers'd 
after the Deſtruttion' of their Grelt Ct- 
ry. TRY 
geance, God ſent the Roman Armies, to 
mflit that Puniſhment which was ſo of- 
ten foretold. Some of them miraculouſl 
eſcap'd to Pella, others either fel = 


their Neighbours,or their Enemy 's Sword; 
16000 were ſent to Rome at one Time 


by Titus, to augment the Glory and 
Pomp of his Father's Triumph, and he 
ſold no leſs than 1000860 Slaves. ' Not 
many Tears after, Adrian the Emperoar 
ruin'd the whole Country, and tranſplan- 
ted many into Spain; theſe diſpers'd in- 
to France and England, but were b1- 


iſt! d in « little Time from theſe Places. 


In ſome Ages after they crept into theſe 
Countries again, but were baniſhd from 
Spain 2x the Tear 1500, and then diſ- 


pers d into Aﬀrick, Italy, Germany, the 


” 
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When their Sins were ripe for Ven- 
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Low Countries, Conſtantinople, aud the 
Dominion of the. Turk, where they re- 
wain .in great Numbers at this Time, 
and are wery often employ d in the Re- 
ceipt of Cuſtom, to the great Advantage 
the Government. The Viſiers and Ba« 
ws have ſuch reſpet for them, that 
they generally ( as Sir Henry Blunt in- 
forms us ) admit them into their Coun- 
ſel. William the Conguerour brought 
them out of Roan to tahabit bere, and 
William Rufus favour d them ſo far, 
that be ſwore by Luke's Face, his com- 
moxz Oatb, if they could overcome: the 
Chreſtians, he would be one of their Set. 
T hey had a Synagogue at the North corner 
of the Old-Jury, which was ſo call d 
from the Jews living there. King Henry. 
the Third founded a Church and Houſe 
for converted Jews,( ow call'd theRolls) 
and is a little Time there was a great 
_— | b Converts, They were often 
ſecuted bere in the Reigus of Ki 

Tho Henry the Second, Henry the Ti bird | 

and Edward the Firſt, inwhoſe ReignJohn 
Peckham Archbiſhop of Canterbury ,covr- 
manded the Biſbop of London to wſtey 
%, | al 

Jl 
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all the Jew's Synagogues in his Dioceſs. 
And they were likewiſe all baniſÞ d about 
this Time out of England. The Inquiſt- 
tien ( that Rack of Men's Conſciences ) 
was firſt introdut'd into Spain, (5 Hit. 
Reign of Ferdinand rhe Fifth, x478.Y: 
| ay the UNRns Procurement of Don Pe- ©: 
dro Genfales de Mendoza, Cardizal and - 
Archbiſhop of Sevil, occafton'd by the = |} 
poſtacy of the newly corverted Jews and \. : 
oors, who began to return to their vid 
Superſtition. Now this in ſome reſpe8# 
bad been pratlisd before ; for in the 
fourth Council of Toledo, 4. D. 639. wn 
the Reign of Syſenandus, the Apoſtati- 
zing Jews were compel'd to perſevere 
, the Chriftian Religlon, leſt the Name of 
| Jeſus” might be blaſphemed, and the 
Faith which they had embraced, might 
by that' means become vile and coy-. 
temptible. This was ratified likewiſe by 
the eighth Council held at the ſame Place, 
A.D. 671. whenReceſuvindus Reign 
over the Goths. After all theſe Iliads 
of Aﬀtiftions, they remain at this Day 
ſeatter dover the Face of the whole Earth, - | 
and becauſe they continue peaceable, by | 
- an anus aa ie | _ 


Ss *Y 


6. » 5, 0 wy» 3 'y v-D WW 0 2” 


ls. =. 9. BS 4 3%. 4. Bs. a. & AA; di. 8. Th. 


- "In 7, 29698 Ls ws & a 
uw! - 38-4 Pg 1 a DSS ——_—_ IP Rt ras hey =o _ — I _ 4 
i ——_ _ n_ - - pg _— RE—_—_ —_ 
pn - . —_ — 3 ts FR por . vos " I OS a 9 TT EE 
"a" __ "1 PR og <4 of hm. + LAT TA 099 ” 4 - *. oP . 
- kb a —_———_— --. — pow - 4 - 
ei 1%: 4% ”7 m—— * 
A FRG vs 22A 16 Slee GRAB EE, 144; 4 bo wes. 1 ; = = 
4 & TY —_— 4 o OE * _ - . - bs —_ v y 
, "*F- av ">" " x. bY A _— . 4 / TW Va ” X 
A ri ROI. n \ Roy's > IF" "A p = "07 n : a 
Xgry &'» "wy 4 C4" >  - "ER ems. & acl as. Lb of rays MF; 
- py Po 2 
-—- 
*4 


. 


eo M— "oY : , at WY ” ; es aan Y "RF 
; | - 
© © x bt p a 


I * — W950 PT 


7-4 iD 


the Connivance of our. Laws they are not 
diſturb'd. . And. good reaſon,. fer if '( as 
moſt learned Men agree ) they will al 
be . converted to' the. Chriſtian. Religi- 
on, no place can be more proper. to pro- 
mote this Converſron, than,a Chriſtian 
Country. ' But alas! there are three Im-. 
\pediments_ to this, eſpecially in Foreign 
Parts. 1. The Scandals of the Papiſts. 
'2. The want of Means to inſtruft them : 
And, 3. The Puniſhment or Loſs, which 
by . their Conver fron they incurr. As ma- 
ay Papiſts are converted to Judaiſm, as 
Jews to Chriſtzanity. Several. of our 
Countrymen, as Doctor Gouge, Doftor 
Jelley, Sc. have by their Converſation 
and Charity, p.ouſlft endeavour'd' to be- 


gin this goad Work. But that which | 


" «maſt. be. moſt effetual to the Profici- 


My ' and. Accompliſhment of. it, 'is, by 


 detting them ſee .our good Works, aud 
* then we may joyfully ſee them glorifi- 


ing, not only our Father which is in Hea- 


"wen, but the Sou 'and Holy Ghoſt too. 


Let us not maliciouſly imagine that they 


kave a natural unſavory Smelk, but let 
us be careful that our Sins do not /tinf 


in 


in their Noftrils We ought wot fo miſe 


pend our Time in railing againſt the 
Jews, but we muſt mortifie our "Sins, 


thoſe more inveterate Murderers of. the 
Lord of Life antl Glory : Our Sins daily 
ſpit upon him, and bind him, and load 
him "with a Burden much heavier than 
that of the Croſs... Let us unanimouſly 
endeavour to advance the means of their 
Converſion, as well as pr.iy for it. Thi 
I am fure was the devout Pradtice of the 
Chriſtians in the Primitive Charch ; for 
Clemens of?en takes 'norice of the Prayers 
that were offer d up for the Jews in the 
Eaſter- Week, 4272S. 5. c. 12: 14." Now 


this Time and this Country may afford tis 


ſeaſonable Opportunities ; for I am mot a 
little ſatisfied, that the Obſtinacy and 
Stiffneſs they were once remarkable for, 
are almoſt worn off. One odd Fancy they 
[till entertain ( which Menaſſeh Ben-Ifra- 
el has ſtrongly aſſerted in his Spes Iſraelis) 
that is, That the Ten Tribes which were 
loſt are now behind the Caſpian Moun- 
tains, from whence they expect their 
Meſlias, who with Fire and Sword ſhall 
ſubdue the World, and reſtore their 


| Menaſſeh Bir Iſrael. Xi 
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xiv | The. Life of, ve. 
Ti emporal Kingdom. The Tribes that 


weſÞ part of the former being ofettl'd in 


ſtews and Mares of Life o of the Modern 
na, 4 Rab- 

bia' of Venice, tranflated by Mr. Chil- 
o__ of Chriſt-Church x Then 1650. 
ſhall conclude with an Exhortation to 


nag Jews (befides my Prayers for them) 
oy. the 952h © x6 Harden 


taken out 
not your Hearts, as in the Provocati- 


eg, and as in the Day of Temptatior) 


in the Wilderneſs, Ee. 


now remain are of Judsh and Benjamin, 


the Eaſt; the latter in Germany, Hol- 
land, Italy, and England. Fe that des 
_Jrex to ſee the Hiſtory of the Rites, Cu- 


pc pagan 


tt 


I, 


tt 


The carat of the Works of Menaſſeh 
Ben-lſrael, which he preſented ro My.Paut 
Felgenhawer, in the Year "hy x. 
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Ibti 4 de immorralirate animz. 
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Rabbinorum. 


Latine & Hiſpanic. 
Pars prima Conciliatoris. 
Libri tres de 'Reſurreftione Mortuorur. 
Problemara de Creatione. 
De, Termino Vitz. 
De fragilitate humana. 
Spes Ifraclis. 


. Grammatica Hebreza cum novis obſerratio: 


nibus. 

Oratio gratulatoria ad Celfiflimum Princi- 
pem Aurjacum. - 

_ panegyrica- ad ferenifl. Reginam 
UECiZ. 


Hiſpenich, 
Conciliatoris omnes partes. 
Pentateuchus cum Margin. notis. 
Libri 5 de ritibus & Ceremonits Judo: 
rum. Duobus Tomis. 
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xVi The Catdlogue, & 


Libellus Anglicus. ” 
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— Libri parati ad Editios 


De cola h Imaginum ipſiuſmet Dei contra 
. 'Pontificios. Larine. 


450 Conciones in Lingus Luſi ranica 

Leci communes omnium Midraſini, ſive, 
"=" ag antiquorum Rabbinorum, He- 
bral 


Bibliotheca Rabbinorum cum argumentis 


lib. guibus adduntur diverſs impreſlio- 
. nes, ubi & quando editz, cum udicio 
meo de quolibet. 


"OI in verſum n Hiſpanicum 


.: redditus. 


Libre VAL fab Wwanibus verſantes, 
zondum perfetti. 

Hift. Judaica, yel continuatio Hiſt. F. Jo- 
ſephi ad hzc i rempora. | 

De divinitate legis Moſaic. 

De ſcientia Talmudiſtarum in omnibus fa- 
culratibus. Hebraice. 

Nomenclacor .Heb & Arab. 
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; SECT. x. 

1 thatthere isacertainTerm 
or Time of Man's life ap- 
poitted afore-hand, Ecoleſ. 5. 1,2. To every: 
thing there is a Staſon, and a Time to every ; 
Purpoſe under the Heaven. 4 Time to be borng © q\ 
- | and a Time. to die, 6c. For as he aſſigns a 

determined Tims to all ſublunary things ; 
fo likewiſe does he attribure the fame to 

© | Life and Death. Hrs 

Thar Place of Feb isrematkable, Ch. 7.x. 
Is there not” an appointed Time to Man apo 
Earth? Moſt of the Hebrew Doftors upon 
this Place agree, that the Time is fixed how 
Fong a Man ſhall live. Fobis more expreſs 
m another Place, Chap. 14. 5. Seeing bis 
B Mis 


OLOMON plainly declares; 


2  Menaſſh BerrIfrael, 


days are determin'd; the number of bis months 


= "are with thee ; thou haſt appointed his bounds 


- wifes 
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that he cannot paſs. Here the Doctors arc 
of rhe ſame Opinion. 

This is likewiſe confirmed another way 
Moſes. faith, Exod. 23. 26. The number off 
thy days I will fulf]. And David, Pf. 39. 4 
Lord, make me to know mine end, and the 
mneaſure of my days, arid in the next Verſe, 
= Behold thou haſt made my days as an hand- 
_ ovreadth > Where R. Solomon comments, As 
a thing that is meaſur'd with the hand, fo 
are the days of Man determin'd. Solomo 
Eccl. 5. 18. AH the days of his Life whic4 
God giveth him, Job 14. 14. All the 4 pf 
”y appointed time will” 1 wait till my change 
come, From whence it isinferr'd, that our 
Lite confiſts of a certain number of days 
afore-appointed. And becaule Life has ſuch 
a Term, to which, (as to a Goat ) Mar 
bends: his Courſe, hereupoa the Scriptureſſ | 
- makes uſe of this Phraſe, Gen. 47. 29. Ana 
rbe Time drew nigh that I(rael muſt die, Deut 
31.14. And the Lord ſaid unto Males, Be-Þj| 1 
hold, thy days approach that thou muſt dit : 
1 Kiogs 2. 1. Now what do theſe expreſliy i 
ons fignifie, any .ocher than a fixed and | 
ſecled Boundary ro which a Man is dire- 
ted. | _W« 

To encreaſe and. girfiniſh pre-ſuppoſeyſ i 

ſome certain Quvantity end Number. __ 
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of the Term of Life. , 3 
the Scripture affirms; That rhe fear of rhe 


' Lord prolongeth days, but the years of the wic- ,- 


ked (hall be ſhortned, Prov. 1o. 27. from 
whence it follows; thar Life has a Ter, 
and that one Man's is contratted, 'and an- 
oth4"senlarg'd according to their Works. 
Beſides all theſe Places, chat have been 
produced, that in Sama! is very obſerva: 
ble, where David ſpeaks theſe words, 
I SAM. 26, 10. As the Lord liveth, the Lord 


WJ ſoall ſmite him, or his day ſhall come to die, 


or be ſhall deſcend into Baittel anll periſh; 
from whence' it is very plain, that eicher 
Providence, Nature, or Chance may be the 


Cauſe of a Man's death, as I ſhall ſhew by 
J and by. Ahd ir ig likewiſe evidenrc, that 


his Lifg muſt be changed for a better. 
heſe things I thought fir co premiſe, that I 


might eſtabliſh che Truth of what I am a- 
bour to diſcotirſe of. ; 


yr Man has a certain day, in which 


SECT. 2. Having clearly prov'd from 


| the Sacred Writings, thar chers is a certain 


and definite Term of Man's Life ; I ſhall in 
the next Place explain, how this Tem: is to 
be underſtood. 

And firft we muſt know, that wiſe Men 
do not 2gree abour this rhing, bur differ it 
heir Judgments, according to thoſe Prin- 
Ciples 'of Science, which they have enter- 

DV 2 rain'd; 


4 * Menaſſch Ben-Ifracl, 

rain'd. The Aſtrologers affirm, that the 
Term and continuance of Life depends up- 
on the Stars ; and this was the Opinion of 
e E/culayir, Now, ſay they, if the whole 
Earth receives a vital Energy from the In- 
fluence of the Stars, ( and for that Reaſon 
lome Part is fruitful, and ſome barren ) 
and lixewiſe if the Times and Seaſons are. 
derermin'd by them, why may not alfo 
every Man's life and death depend upon 
them tvo? Other Men (har think a little 
Cloſer ) are of Arifoilt's mind, and aflerc 
that'the Sun and Man ingender Man, And 
they will have ir, that not only the Sun, 
which is the chief of all the Planers,but that 
all the reſt of the Stars do concurr to 
Noble, ſo excetlent on Effe&, as the For 
mation of Man. Hence they divide the 
Operaticns, and various Offices among the 
Planers In the firſt Month of Concepti- 
"n, they ſay Saturn dties up the firſt Maſs 
in che ſecond, Zupiter kindly prepares and 
. aug rents It; in the third, Mars ſeparate! 
and qui! ickens i it, and fo every Month the 
Planets execute their reſpe&ive Offices, a 
oiav - obſerv'd in Plato, apud MHarfil. 
Atlan, |. 3. and Thomas Aquinas, contri 
Gent. qQ 34, From thence it comes to pal : 
Thar that ConjJundtion or Disjunt:on of th 

Stars which predominates ar the Concep 
tion of the Fztus, produces the — 
Lui 
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of the Term of Life, . 5 
future Aﬀedions, - Life and Death, Good 
and Evil; and they quite diſcard every 
of | thing elſe from the diſpoſing of Men's de- 
Jef ſNtiny. This was che Opiaion of the Srozcks, 
1-8 who obftinately maintain'd, that the im- 
n | Mucable Fare of Men chiefly rely'd upon 
| the Influence: and Vertue of che Stars. 
rel There are others who attribute all chat we 
{off bave taken notice of, ro the Poſition and 
nf Efficacy of the Stars, which happens at the 
Jef Birth, not at the Conception, of the Child ; 
ref} but this is frivolous, becauſe, all of them 
zi aſcribe proſperoys and unfortunate Events 
4 fo the Celeſtial Signs. 

acl The Zebrew Doctors confeſs, "Chat infe- 
fol rior Bodies a& by the Vertue of heavenly 
7-4 ones; and Maimonides affirms in his Epi- 
hell files, That chere is no onz among the 
he Learned Zews, or. the Philoſophers that 
ej doubts of jt. Therefore, though they may 
74 diſſent about. che Creation of the World, 
108 ( while ſome fay it is Co-eternal with God, | 
ei others that it was created our of pre-exiſtent 
kd Matcer, and others out of Nothing ) yer 
a 
F 
r 


they all agree in this, That the Generation 
of Sublunary things is effected by the' 
Stars ; but what that Vertue of the Stars 
is, .or. how it influences the Bodies, er 
I Minds of Men, is ſtill dubious and uncer- 

| tain. The. fore-mention'd Rabbi in his E- 
piſtles ſtifly denies it; theſe are his Words: 
7 B 3 2% Some 
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< of them have written any _ abour it, 
le. 


Menaſlch Ben-Iftae], 


* Some of the Philoſophers, ( who admix 
© norof Providence ) attribute all humane 
* Erents to Chance, ſome of them to the 
* Efficacy of the Stars. Qn the other ſide, 
* {ome referr all ro a fatal Neceſlity of the 
** heaveniy Conſtellations, and will have 

* ir, that the Riches and Poverty, the 
* Proſper: ity and Adverlity of al] Men de- 
* pends upon the Poſicion and Vertue of 
the Stars; which are incident at the 
* time of their Nativity ; and this Law 
* they averr to be inviolable. Barh theſe 
* Opinion are very falſe; becauſe, that 
** which impurtes all co Chance, denies the 
* Providence that is ſo muck celebrated i In 
*® Holy Writ ; that which allows fo grear 
* Power to theStars, and follows judicial 
® Aftrolugy, is fooliſh. 
® (fays he) I have look'd over all the 4- 
© rabick Books that rreat of this Science, 


5g and at laſt diſcoyer'd it all to be mere 


* Vanity and Madneſs. The .cruly wiſe 
© G: #c:ans neg'eted this Study, andnone 


*© The Perf ans alſo eſteem'd It The 
* Coal dans, e Egyptians, and Canaanites 


Og were addicted to this Vanity, be- , 


* cauſe their Religiog. conſiſted in it for 

* ſome time. Afterwards offering at clearer 

Reaſons, he fays, * That our Law, andall 

** the Philoſophers acknowledge — | 
an 


In the firtt place 
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of the Term of Life. 9 
and that Man is endowed with an abſo- 
lute Power of purſuing Good, and ab- 
ſtaining from Evil z as on the other ſi de, 
of 6beying his ſenſual Appetite, and dif. - 
regarding the DiCtates of Reaſon. Now 
if the influence of the Stars is ſo great 
over Men, where is that Liberty? If ic 
is impoſſible for Men to avoid the vertue 
and impreſſion of the Stars, whv are 
there Precepts ? What does it ſignifie to 
endeavour to extirpate vicious Habits, 
and to become vertuous, when Heaven 
had der2rmin'd when we were . born, 
what we ſhould be as long as we liv'd ? - 
If Men's liberty depend ſo much upon 
the Stars, all cheir Care, and Solicicude 
Is tO Do purpoſe. Therefore ſays Mai- 
monides, we ought to attribute all this to 
Providence; for Sin is the Cauſe of a 


* Man's poverty, and his Repentance may | 


make him rich. Proſperity and Adver- 


* ficy are to be imputed to every Man's | 
| works,becauſe we ſee God promiſes Life, 


and Temporal Bleſſings to thoſe that ob- 
ſerve his Commandments. Burt if ic 


ſometimes falls out otherwiſe, that a juſt 
Man” meets with Afﬀittions, we muſt 
ſubmit to God : Becauſe he only knows 
the Secrets of our Hearts, and the Rea- 
ſons why he puniſhes and rewards. We 
wy 1 now evidently diſcover, how repug- 
nant 


B 4 
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nant. the Judgment of Maimonides was tg 
thar of the Aſtrologers, and what his Sen- 
riments , were concerning judicial Aſtro- 
logy. | 


SECT. 3. A great many very Learned 
Dottors are of a different Opinion, and 
unanimouſly afterc, That ſome Vertue is 
derivd upon New-born Infants from the 
poſition of rhe. Stars, and that Life and 
Death, Wealth and Poverty are ordain'd 
aſter the ſame manner. This is the Fare of 
the Zewz, which iscall'd by them, the Or- 
ination of the Stars ; and is uſually prov'd 
by theſe following Reaſans. 

I. It is manifeſt by Experience, that the 
Prophecies of Aſtrologers commonly cor- 
-Teſpond with the Events, and that they 
have often foretold a ſhort Life, or along 
one, a happy or a miſerable one. There- 
fore theſe thingzare ordain'd by theStars. 

_ 2. Every one is ſenſible, that the Gene- 
i! ration and Corruption of all Sublunary 
..1 3% things depend upon the Motion of the 

18 Heavens: For we may diſcern, as the 
| | Air is more tempeſtuous or calm, fo it in- 
| | {inuates it felf into Men's Bodies, and as 
4 It is attraQted for reſpiration, 1o it attects 
i: \ their minds. Therefore without diſpute 
the Heavens have ſoire Power. over hu- 
mane Bodies, WS 
pn #>q a 3. The 
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3. The third Reaſon is drawn from Au- ' 
chority. For the Seripture ſpeaks thus of 
the Sun, and the Moon, Geo. 1. 18. And 
God made two great lights, the greater light 
to rule the day, and the lefſer light to rule the 
night ; he made the ſtars alſo, Here R. Ms- 
ſes Gerundenſis asks, Whar is meant by that 
Dominion ? It is that Dominion, ſays he, 
which the Stars have over the Bodies of 
Men ; upon which they impreſs ſeveral 
Vertues, according to their favourable op 
malevolent Aſpect. Ir is faid in the Book 
of Fudges, Chap. 5. 20. They feught from 
heaten, ihe ſtars in their Conrſes fought a- 
gainſt Siſera. Likewiſe in T/aiah, 47. 13. 
Thou art wearied. in the multitude of «thy 
Counſels.: Let now the Aſtrologers, the Star- 
gaLers, the monthly Prognoſticators ſtand up,' 
and ſave thee from theſe things that (hall 
come upon thee, Alſo Job ſays, Chap. 3. 3. 
Let the day periſh wherein I was born, and 
the night in which it was ſaid, There # a 
Man child conceived ; where he refers all 
his Evils, to the time of. his Conception, 
or his Nativity. From all theſe things the 
Vertues' of the Stars are collefted. The 
Talmaudiſts alſo, in Tra&, Moed, Katam. cap. 
lt. ſeem to entertain this Opinion. For 
they ſay that Children, Life and Food de- 
pend upon - the: Stars. And in another 
place, they. affirm the ſame thing : For. 
; there 
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there Vices and Vertues, are attributed to 


the Eificacy of the Planets, under which 
every Man is born; and they take notice 
of Saturn, fupiter, Aars, &c, In the ſame 
place ir is diſputed, whether or no the 
Reaſon of theſe things is to be found out 
ar the Birth or Conception ; here their 
Sentiments are plainly diſcovered to us. 
Notwithſtanding all rhis, we muſt take 
notice, that although this Opinion may 
be introduced among the Few:s, yet they 
unanimouſly conſent thar the Stars do on- 


ly incline, bur not neceflitate the Will-and 


Choice of good Men. Bradr-/* '/; becinat 
Olam) an eminent Orator among them, 
has theſe words; S When, ſays hz, Yau 
© look towards Heaven, and conſider the 
© Stars above, never imagine or believe, 
* that they have anv Power . over the 
« Will, as the ancient Aftrologers fanſied, 
« for they 'have no Authority at all over 
« thoſe things that depend upon Free-will. 
As to ſuch things 'which are: out of the 
Power of Man, viz. Life, Honour, and 


Riches, all agree, That they who obey the 


Commandments of God are out of the reach 
- the Planets, And R. A71{es Geiund lays, 

hat God is above-all, and cati AG, See, 
Diſpoſe of, and Govern all things accord- 
ing to every ones Deſert. For this Rea- 
_ the T, — Dottors in one place, 
_y 
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deny, that there is a Planec belongs to 7/- 
rael, and in another affirm it. Admirting 
a Diltintion, they are both rrue ; for'as 
Aben' Ezra" remarks upon Zxo. : "af 34 
no Planer reigns over the Few: , whi's 
they obſerve the Law, bur w ben ey Reg- . 
lect ir. Likewiſe the Prophez ©; Ferensy fays, 
Chap. 1o. 2. Be not diſmayed at tie Signs 
of Heaven, for the Heathen are diſmayed at 
them. He thar | is defiroys to khow mrcre of 
theſe things, may conſult the 18th. Book, 
chap.2. of Foſephue's Antiquities of the Few. 
For where he treats of the Sect of the 
Phariſees (whoſe Opinion I confeſs I am 
of) he ſubjayns theſe words. © They 
« aſcribe all chings that are ated to Fare, 
* but however they grant the Affent of 
© Man's 1, alledging that God uſes this 
© moderaticn, that when all things are 
* made by his Counſel, yet Man bath the 
© Liberty of embracing Vertue or Vice. 
In another place, 3B. 16. c. uit. (Diſcour- 
ſing of the unhappy Death of Alexander 
and Ariſtobulws, the Sons of cruel Hered,) 
he ſays, © Ir is reaſonable te doubt whe- 
{© ther that Crime is to be chargd upon 
©* the young Gentlemen, by which they 
* had long incurr'd their Father's Diſ- 
« pleaſure and Hatref, or upon the old 
* King's Cruelty, and immoderate Deſire of 


: Glory and Sovereignty ; or _— | 
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% whoſe Power the Reaſons of the wiſeſt 
* Men cannot oppoſe. Hence we are 
« perſwaded, that ſhe has ſettled before- 
* hand ail humane Actions which muſt 
@ neceſſarily come to paſs; and this is the 
«© Power which we call Fate, becauſe 
© there is nothing but what it:can accom- 
&* pliſh. So much for Foſephus. Here we 
' may take norice, that by Fate he means the 
Vertue, or Influence ot the Planets, and 
he obſerves notwithſtanding theſe, Man 
has the Liberty to be wertuons or profligate; 
and a little after, that no humane Realons 
can reſiſt it's Power : But Divine and Sn- 
pernatural, ones-can, ſuch as fervent Pray- 
ers, Alms Deeds, ſincere Repentance, and 
the like. He that has a mind tro' ſee. a 
more . accurate Diſcourſe upon this Sub- 
jet, may be ſatisfied by the famous and 
incomparable Gerard Fo. V ofſzs, 1n the Se- 
cond Book of his moſt Learned Treatiſe 
of Idolatry. ITY | 

Now I haveſhew'd the Opinions of our 
Learned Doctors, and of :the Aſtrologers, 
concerning the influence. of the: Planets ; . 
Eproceed to my Diſpute about the Term 
f Life, which according to: ſome of the 
Fews, is that which is determin'd by the 
influence of the Stars. Thus R. Bahye.very 
often ſays, That a Man's Life i decreed by. a: 
Planet, in reference to that of 1 Sam, 26.10. . 
4 ", Pp 
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Or his day ſhall come::-Bdt eſpecially the 
ancient Dottors in Tavcbanma, are of this 
Opinion, who by thoſe words in Gen.:1.:14. 
and for days and years, allegorically under- 
ſtand the days, and years of a' Man's Life, 
which rthe.Sun and Moon: mutually go- 
vern. Thus much for the Opinions - of 
the Afﬀrologers. -12þ- #2 of 


SE CT. 4. The Phyſicians are of anog- 
ther mind, for they -(following Galen and 
Avicenn#, the chief ' of : that Profeſſion) 
maintain, that Life. and the Preſervation 
of a Man's Body, conſift. in the Harmo- 
ny and Proportion' of the Qualities which 
reſult 'from -the* four Elements ,” out. of 
which it is compounded, :but eſpecially in 
a due Proportion'of heat and moiſture. SO 
that a Man lives as long as the natural 
heat continues; for being of a Fugitive Na- 
ture, it conſumes the /Radical moiſture , 
and when that is dry*d up. and the other 
extinct we die ; fo Avicenna ſays, Ut is im- 
poſſible that we ſhould die,” unleſs the Radi- 
cal moifture is abſorpt, and the natural beat 
conſum?d. According to rhis Opinion eye- 
ry ones Life depends upon. a good Tem- 
perament, and from thence Phyſicians can 
foretell the Diſpofirions and Manners of 
Children that are to be born,nort by gazing 
upon the Heavens,as the Aftrologers Ng = 

y 


. 14 Menaſlch Ber-Ifrael, 
_ » by obſerving the: Fortune that attends the 
Mother while ſhe is pregnanrc, bur princi- 
pally char of che Father: For Hippocrates 
affirms, That Children inherit the Vices and 
Temper of their Father ; fo that a Phlegma- 


tick or Cholerick Father, begets a Phleg-. 


matick, or Cholerick Son ; beſides, ſays 
he, The very. ſhape of the Fathers is im- 
preſs'd upon their Children. So that all 
that are born in the Lake Mzezx:s, have 
large and prominent Heads : And Ari- 
Fotle thinks, that the Lameneſs of an Arm, 
or Leg. may be deriv'd upon the Child. 
There is no neceflicy to alert with 7heo- 
phraſftus, That the very Subſtance, and e- 
_ very thing that belongs to the Child pro- 
ceeds from the Body of the Father, 4s 
' the Head, and Hands of the Child. from 
the Head and Hands of the Father ; but it is 
enough to know, that Children are like 
their Parents in their Countenance, AQi- 
ons, Manners, and, whavis ſtrange; in their 
Infirmittes. : > | 
There are others taat aſcribe the good 
and þad Conſtitution, to the Vertue of the 
Planets, which Infants receive by means 
of the Air at the time of their Birth ; and 
in my Judgment it ſeeins probable, be- 
cauſe the Sun moves the Elements, from 
whence thoſe four Qualities flow, in which 
Life and the Prefer zation of the Budy con- 
| fiſt : 
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ft : This Definition of the Term of Life » 
pleaſes the Fewiſh Doftors very much. - 
The Learned Aven-Ezra declares |his Ap- 
probation of ir, and expreſtes himſelf afrer 
chis manner : Me know that there is a cer- 
rain time appointed for. every Man, which 
laſts in Proportion to the quantity of na- 
tural beat and moiſture ; and a lictle after 
he adds, That this is the Term which Da- 
vid ſpeaks of, 1 Sam. 26. 10.. His day fhall 
come. R. Joel ben Sueb. upon thoſe words 
of David, Pal. 39. 4. Lord, make me to 
know my end, &C. Comments thus, My 
exd, according to my Conſtitution. R. Iſaac 
Abravanel,upon the 38ch. Chapter of [/aiab 
ſays, That a Man's Life ts determin'd by bis 
Conſtitution , and the quantity of | Radicat 
moiſture. Thus ws ſee, that the Hebrew 
Dottors, and other Authors underſtand 
by the Termof Life, a certain Period, which 
12 one 1s ſhorter, and in another longer, 
according to their different Conſtitutions. 


SECT. 5. A great many I earned Fews 
generally conſider this Term in reipect of 
the Times. R. Solomon Farchi, upon Eccl, 
3.1. ſays, The time to be born is nine ?4onths, 
and the hour of Death is uncerrain. For the 
underſtanding of this, we mull cake notice, 
That our Life 1s limited to ſeveral 7mes. 
In the beginning of the world Men liv'd 
790, 
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« 700, 8og, or goo years, confiſting of. 12; 
' Months, as Joſephus; Lib. 1. Antiq. Lattan. 
Dzev. Inſtit. 2. and Auguſtine, de civ. Des 1.15. 


affirm. Afﬀterwards God reduced this Life - 


ro 120 years, Gen. chap. 6. 3 And the 
Lord ſaid, my" Spirit ſhall not alway ſtrive 
with Man, for that be alſo is Fleſh : Tet his 
days ſhall be.an hundred and twenty years, | 
remember there are other expoſitions of this 


place, but (as two great Dottors obſerve) 


they are foreign from the: Text. - God 
fhorten'd Man's Life for his. Sins, judging 
it neceſlary to do fo, that he might awaken 
his Confcience, -by the Conſideration of 
. this ſhort Life, and that he might not have 
ſo many occaſions to Sin. As for. Sem/s 
living 500 years after the. Deluge , Ar- 
phaxad, Salem and Heber above 4oo, and 
Abraham about 200, R. Tſaze Abravanet 
makes this Anſwer : It is not uſual to leap 
from one Extream to another without 
obſerving a Medium; ſo we muſt ſuppoſe 
that God would diminiſh Man's Life by 
degrees, and bring it within the Compaſs 


of 120 years, though ſcarce any (by rea- 


ſon of rheir Careleſsneſs in eating) except 
Moſes arriv'd to that Age : For which Rea- 
fon the Zalmudifts ſay, That Moſes is meant 
by the words, For that he alſo is Pleſh, 
becauſe the Hebrew numbers NWA. 345. 
' - Make up Moſes, Laſtly, God ſhorcen'd the 

- Lifs 
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Life of Men in David's timie, upon which 
Account the wiſe Men in Gemara tbamoth 
ſay, that in his time the Years were ſhor- 
ter. For thus it is written, P/a!. go. :o. 
The days of our Years are Threeſcore Years and 
Ten, &c. Tho the Inſcription of this Pſalm 
aſcribes it to Moſes, yet they will have him 
ro be another Prophet, not the Law-giver, 
or that David indicted it in Moſes's Name. 
Burt for all this, Moſes may be the Author, 
fop as much as he, by his prophetick Spi- 
rit, foretold how ſhort Man's life ſhould 
be. 

Nevertheleſs, Experience demonſtrates, ' 
that Man's life is more contracted, and 
thoſe Perſons who attribute this Alreration 
to the Subſtance of our Food, the Poſition 
of the Heavens, e&*c. are miftaken ; be- 
cauſe, as I rold you before, it was by a 
Divine Diſpenſation; and this Reaſon Chry- 
ſoſtome - Hom. 2. in Gen. Philo de Gigant. & 


© LaGtant. |. 2. c. 5. allow of, What Ply 
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relates of Agarthonius, Epimenides, Pifforens 
and others, is not repugnant'te our Alſer- 
tion, becauſe he tells us, the Year of the 
Arcadians was but three Months. No 
doubt but ſomes People, computing after 
this manner, have told us ſuch ſtrange 
Stories of old Men. Yaler. T aren. B. 6. makes 
mention of an old Man, who at an hun- 
dred Years of Age, chang'd his Teeth,Skin, 
Hairs and Nails, and after & hat look'd very 

| C young, 
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young, and liv'd as long again. A French- 
an nam'd fohn Eſtampis, alias Foannes de 
Temporibus, is reported by Paulus e/Em. de 
rebhius Franc, |. 5- to have liv'd 300 Years. 
Cardan relates the ſame of a Turk, and 
likewiſe of an zdian that liv'd 340 Years. 
Though Nature has now and then her | 
Moaſters and Exceſles, yet we muſt nor || + 
eaſily give credit to theſe things, when they || 
are chiefly founded upon humane Autho- | * 

' Tity. I do not believe that the Seres liv?d 

200 Years, as Strahe reports, or that the || * 
e/Ethijopians live as long again as we do,.as | 
'Solinus wragines. There 1s no doubt 
but ſome Countries are more healthful than ( * 
others ; yer for all this difference of Cli- || * 
mates, which make onr Life longer or | « 
ſhorter, few People now-a-days exceed 
the Age of 120 Years Beroſzs extends it 
to [Io, Solon. to 84, and David to qo. and 
this is agreeable to what Trebellius ſays, 
That the Mathematicians averr, that an 
Age cannot be extended beyond 12a Years. 
From all which we may conclude, that the 
Term of Life is to be underſtood according 
to the Ages, in which there are more or 
fewer Years. © | h 
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| SECT. 6. Theſe are the general Senti- 
ments of the Hebrews concerning the Term 
of. Life, and thefe three Opinions in my 
judgment may be eaſily reconcild Aa 
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there is no queſtion but the heavenly - 
fluences which are deriv'd upon Infants 
contribure much to their Conſeitutions, 
which wary in ſeveral - Ages. Upon this 
Account the Learned Aben Ezra aſcribes 
the length of Life ſometimes to the Tem- 
per, ſometimes to the Planets, becauſe 
both Cauſes hold good. And R. Mehir: in - 
lib. Aehir, Tehilot, ſays, There are two 
Cauſes of Man's life, ( one in reſpect of 
Time, (which proceeds from the Spheres ) 
and the other is natural. Heat ) which 
changes in ſeveral Ages. 

After all, the Fews do not believe that 
this Terms is preciſely and unalterably de- 
termin'd before-hand by Divine Provi- 
dence, for theſe following Reaſons. YR 

4. Becauſe God promiſes long Life upon 
the Obſervation of ſome of his Command- 
ments, as Exod. 20, 12. Honour thy Father 
and thy Mother, that thy days may be long 
upen the Land, Deut. 4. 40. and 32. 47. 
Now: if our days were decreed by God 
from all Eternity, this Promiſe. would be 
vain, and no Body could exceed them, 
much leſs can God deceive us. Therefore 
It is in the Power of Man to make his Life 
long or ſhort, asT ſhall ſhew hereafter. 

2. We find ſeveral Perſons earneſtly de- 
firing God to ſpare their Lives. -So Heze- 
kiah, 2 Kings 20. 2, 3. Then he turn'd his 


. Face to the Wall, " prayed unto the Lord, 
C2 


ſayins. 
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ſ{aying, T beſcech thee, O Lord, remember now 
hiw 1 have walked before thee in Truth, and 
with no perfect Heart. And David, Pt. 61. 
Lo, being afraid of Dearth, ſays,Gen.14.1 4. 

To: ry OC 7 ' hat find 2th me ſhall ſtay #4C, There 
are others that have deſi?d to die, as E/-- 
G5, 1 Kings 19. 4. It is enougio now, O Lord, 
7 ake away my Lt, 7 for I am net beiter than 
my Fathers. And Fonah, Cnap. 4.8. He 
fainted and wiſnd in himſelf to die, and ſaid 
it is better fur me to ate than t9 live Now 
if the Tera: of Lif: was abſolutely prede- 
ſtinaced, the Prayers of Heczekiah, Cainand 
David were vain, and thoſe of El; :25 and 
Forah ſu; j'Cl UOUS. Hence the Talmudiſts 
Ih Gucnare Berecht 7, ſay, Thatif any one 
CO1:es mito a City, and finds it in an up- 
roar, he may lift up his Voice, and pray 


tn God that he would avert that Evil from. 


his Family : Or, if any one ſhould defire, 
after his Wife is with Child, that it 


may be a Male, certainly ſuch Petitions 


are frivolous, becauſe when a thing is 
done it cannot be alterd. This we may 

zpply to our preſent purpoſe ; for if all 
things were decreed from Eternity, it 1s 
abfurd to be fallicitous or careful about a- 
ny "XR. 

3. The truth of this Argument is migh- 
ly confirm'd by the words which God 
ſpake to Solomon, 1 Kings 3.11,12, 13,14. 
From whence it is evident, that Sclomon 
might 
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might ask for Life as a contingent thing, 
and when God conferrd on him Wiſdom, 
Riches and Honour, he promis'd him Lite 
roo, nt abſoſutely but conditionally, 1 
; hou 2wilt walk in my ways, &C. | 

4. If the Term of Life is unalterably fer- 
lzd, no Men can prevenc Death: Andyet 
we find God exhorting Man to beware of 
Dangers, and the Occaſions of Misfor- 
runes, Deut. 20. 5, 6, 7. and in another 
place, Chap. 22. 8. When thou buildeſt a 
new Houſe, then thou ſhalt make a Gaitlement 
for thy Roof, that thou bring not Blood upon 
thine Houſe, if any 2A4an fall from thence : 
Therefore it follows that the Term of Life 
is not fixed by an abfolute Predeſtina- 
tion. 

5. David himſelf ſays, 1 Sam.27.10. As 
= 7he Lord liverh, the Lord ſhall (mite him, or 
| 5s day ſhall come to die, or he ſhall deſcend , 
| Zito Batiel and periſh. It by thoſe words, 
'B or 4is day ſhall come to die, She underſtood 
' BE the Day that was decreed by God, it was 
FE ſuperfluous to mention the three kinds of 
| Death: For which ſoever had happen'd it 
| wou'd have been appointed bzfore-hand. 
'& Andiffo, it is plain thoſe words were falſe; 

for Sau! might have been 'ſmitten by the 
Lord, as well as ſlain in the Battel. 
| - 6. There is not one place in the Old 
Teſtament, which affirms this Predeſftinati- 
on ; but we may only collett from the fore- 
Cy cited 
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cited Paſſages, that there is a Term of Life, 
which(as I have explain'd ir '\depends upon 
the 7 imes, the Heavens, and the Conſtitution. 
So Fob ſays, Chap. 14- 5. Thou haſt appoin- 
ted bis bounds that be cannot paſs ; by which 
he means, that all Men muſt die. And Da- 
wid, Pſ. 89. 49. What man is be that liveth, 
and ſhall not ſee death? And in another Place 
x Chron. 29. 15. Our days on Earth are as 
a ſhadow, and there is none abiding, As for 
7ob's ſaying; Chap. 14. 5. The Number of 
his Months are with thee ; he means nothing 
elſe but God's Pre-ſcience, becauſe God 
knew and fore-ſaw all things from Erter- 
nity; 
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3s alterable or unalterable ? 


SECT, 1. AVING in the former 
H Book prov'd,that there 
isa7Termtoevery Man's 

Life; I ſhall in the next place enquire; 


Whether the Term of Life 


whether this Term is ſo fix'd, that it is Im- - 


poſlible to exceed or prevent it, or on the 
contrary, whether it is mutable? 

All the Fews unanimouſly conſent, that 
this Zerm is alterable, though it depend 
upon the Planets, the Conſtitution, or the 

Variety of Times. Hereupon, R.Babye ſays, 
that there is a more Eminent Power, above 
that of the Stars, which orders things by 
| Reward and Puniſhment. The fame is 
confirm'd by Aben Ezra, upon Exod. Ch.2 3. 
Where { aſſigning the dependance of Life 

upon the Temper of the Body) he ſays, 
that the Natural Heat and Moiſture of 

Every one that ſerves God ) is augment- 

ed, and then a Man exceeds the Term of 

Life. Therefore according to this Opini- 

G2, the Term of Life is alterable. | 
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This is the Reaſon tha n take ſuch 
Care to preſerve their Hezlth, and when 
It is impair*d, to recover it. This makes 

chem ſo often change the Air. This makes 
them drink thoſe medicinal Potions, that 
zre lonauſeous, In a word, this firſt makes 
Men ſtudy, and then Prattiſe Phy lick. 
And indeed, as it is very ridiculous to a- 
ſpire to that Preferment, which by noPains 
or Induſtry can be procur'd ; fo I think 
I; exc ceding fi ſimp'e to be careful abou: the 
Preſervaricn of cur Life, when the Term 
is 1mmutable, and it cannot be prolong'd. 
Nay, it would be to no purpoſe, for the 
Farth to bring forth Plants, and Herbs 
(by the Bounty cf God) for no other De- 
ſign than the uſe of Phyſick. 

But that we may eſtabliſh this Opinion 
berter, let us conſult the 3d Chap. of Eccl. 
and the 1ft. Ve rſe, In which place Solc- 
2701 affirms, Thar the Term of Life 1s alte- 
rable There is a time to be birn, and a 
111e to rice, Here we ſee, that our Birth 
and Death are paralicli*d, foraſmuche as 
they have both a certain time. Now if 
by the hour of Death; that Term of Life 
is underſtood, which is una;terably decreed 
by God; then the ſame may, be ſaid of. 
the hour of or Nativity. But if this is 
granted, the very Name of Nature is de- 
firoy'd}; for by this means we are oblig'd 
(0 acknowledge, that Ggd decreed the 
Birth 
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Birth of Abraham, his long Life, his Mar- 
riage which Sarah, her: Conception and 
Delivery of a Son, which 1s abſurd ; when 
common Experience makes it appear , 

that theſe things depend upon Iee- will. 
It any one enquires, how we muſt under- 
{itand, rhar there is ſome rime of Life ap- 
pointed ? Rabbi Solomon anſwers, I he time 
of our Formation is compleated in nine 
Months, but that of Dear alters, accord- 
ing to the Diverſity of the Age. And as [ 
ſaid before, this is commonly rhe ſpace of 
70 years. This being premiſed, I con- 
clude that the ſpace of 50 years, or rather 
the Term of Life is uncertain and mutabie, 
when the ſpace of nine Months, or the 
time of Pregnancy, 1s ſo too. The time of 
our Birth is doubtleſs uncertain , for 
though the Talmadick Doctors do averr, 
That the Fzrrs's of dumb Aniwals are 
form'd wirhin a limitted time, yet they do 
Bot own the ſarre of young Children. 
They make the rime of Parturition three- 
fold, one art the ninth Montliz, which 1s 
common and uſual. and this they will 
have meant by the word Cerceprion , 
which in the #ebrew contains the num- 
. ber 251, for there are ſo many days in 
nine Months. The ſecond time that a 
Woman is with Child, is ſeven Months ; 
hence in the Feru/alem T7 argum upon theſe 
words, Gen. 3. 16. I will preatly multiply 
thy 
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thy Sorrow , and thy Conception, &c. the 
Commentators ſay, That the word in mul- 
riphying, according to the numerical Lec- 
- rers of the Hebrew, makes up 212 days, 
which are equivalent tro ſeven Months ; 
agreeably to this, the Philoſophers 
Empedocles, Plotinus, and Macrobius, ſay; 
Thar a Child can't live, that is born be- 
fore the ſeventh Month. Some of the 
Rabbins are of an Opinion, that every one 
of the ſeven Planets performs an Office 
in the Produttion of Children. 

The third time of Parturition is extend- 
ed to the 12th. Month. AgelliusB.3.chap.16. 
reports, that a Woman was brought to Bed 
at Rome, the 11th. Month after her Hus- 
band's Deceaſe. The Emperor Adrian,(by the 
Conſent of Phyſicians and Philoſophers) 
maintains that this thing is poſſible. Ber- 
»ard mentions a Women (which is ſcarce 
credible) that was 16 Months with Child: 
Thus we ſee, that it is ordinary for Wo- 
men to be with Child nine Months, yet 
extraordinarily they may be Deliver'd 
before, or after thac time ; ſo che ordina- 
ry Termof Man's Life is 750 years, yet ve- 
ry few live ſo long. Therefore the Term of 
our Life is not fo preciſely Fix'd, bor it 
way be chang'd. 


SECT. 2. Man's Life may be ſhortne'd 
ſeveral ways, wiz. by Divine Provi- 
| dence, 


”' $3 SW, 
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dence, Chance, or Nature. Theſe three Cauſes 


I put inſtead of the three faral' Siſters, to 


whom the Heathens aſcrib'd the Bounda- 
ries of Life. Thus a Man's Life is ſhortn'd 
by Providence, for Example, when 
a Man is cut of from the People, which 
Puniſhment che Scripture makes mention 
of; and by which the Cabbalifs, Aram. 
ban, and Iſaac Abravanel affirm, a Man's 
Life is taken away in the -midft of his 
days, and the Soul after its Separation 


from the Body, is depriv'd of the fight of 


God. 

Hence it is manifeſt, that our Life may 
be ſhortn'd by Sin, and prolong'd by Ver- 
tue. Bur I ſhall Illuſtrate this Argumear 
by ſome Examples. The Radbbims ſay, Thar 
Abraham livd 175 years, which are five 
leſs than his Son 1/aac, becauſe he ſhould 
not ſee the Impiety of his Kinſman Eſas. 
Rachel alſo did not live out her days. Fer 
that which proceeds out of a righteous Man's 
mouth, is the ſame as if it came out of an 
Angels. TFacob, not knowing that ſhe had 
ſtolen her Fathers Idols, cursd her, ſaying, 
With whom ſoever thou findeſt thy Gods, let 
him not live, Gen. 31. 32. So they ſay, 


* though Joſeph liv'd 110 years, yer he died 


before all his Brethren, becauſe he had. 
exercis'd a great deal of Severity towards 
them ; Ab15ah is faid to be ſlain by the 


Lord for the Sin, by which he pollured _ 
| himſelf, 
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| himſelf, /ſaying, Te be @ great multitude, 
and there 'are with you Golden Calves, which 
Ferobeam made you for Gods. 2 Chron. 13.8. 
With clits agrees what 1/aiab ſays, Chap. 
6.5. H'ce xs me for I am undonebecauſe I ama 
Man of unclean Lips, and an Angel came, 
and touched his Lips (with which he had 
offended) with a Coal. | 
There are more clear Exampies beſide 
theſe, (in Saz/ and his Sons) which the 
Scripture exprelies iafter this minner. 
1 Chron. 10. 13, 14. So Saul died ſor bis 
Tranſpgreſſion which be committed againſt the 
Lord, even apgainff the word of the Lord, 
which he kept not. God fmote Nabal with 
a ſudden Death, 1 Sam. 25. 38. And 
it came to paſs about ten' days after, that the 
Lord ſmote Nabal that he died, Here the 
| Fewiſh DoCtors note that thoſe were the 
ren days which are between the begin- 
ning of the Year, and the Day of Expiati- 
. on; which we, call penitential days,becauſe 
every one ought then to Examine his Life, 
and conſider what he has ſaid,or done amiſs. 
Feremiah foretold the Death of Hananiah 
the falſe Prophet, Chap. 28. 16. This year 
ſhalt thou die, becauſe thou haſt taught Rebellion 
againſ# the Lord. But what ſhall we ſay of. 
that vaſt multicude, which periſh'd in the 
Deluge? of thoſe that were conſum'd in 
Sodom,and Gemorrab ? of Korah,Dathan and 
Abiram, and their wicked Accomplices 
| whom 


of the Term of Life. 29 
whom the Earth ſwallow*d up alive ? Of 
that grievous Plague which ſwept away 
ſo many Iſraelites in David's time? Is it 
not manifeſt enovgh, that their Lives were 
ſhorten'd by Divine Providence ? Per- 
rinent to this are the words of David, 
Pal. 37.22. Such as be bleſſed of him, ſhail 
inherit the Earth : And they that be curſed 
of him ſhall be cut «ff; and of Feremiah, 
Chap. 19. 11. 7Te that petteth Riches and 
nor by Right, ſhall leave them in the midje 
of his days, which R. Kimch: expoundirg 
ſays, He ſhall die before his time. Feb 


ſays, Chap. 36. t2. If they obey not they 


ſhall periſh by the Sword. And Solomon 
Eccl. 8.13. It ſhall not be well with the 
wicked, neither ſhall be prolong bis days, 
Chap. 7. 17. Be not overmuch wicked, nei- 
ther be thou fooliſh, Why ſhouldſ# thou die 
before thy time? Upon which . places the 


+ Chaldee Paraphraſt ſays, They ſhall ſhorten 


= 


their days, becauſe rhey ſhall die before 
their time comes todie. Becauſe God us'd to 
puniſh Sinners with untimelyDeatch, there- 
fore David prays, Pſal. 102. 24. ThatGed 
would not take him away in the midſt of bis 
days. The Cabbalifts upon that place of the 
Proverbs, Chap. 13. 23. There 1s that is de- 
ftroyed for want of Fudgment, ſay, That it is 
certain, that Men often die before their 
time, Hither may be referr'd. thoſe Per- 


fons that are puniſh'd for their Crimes, 
| as 
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as TFoab, Shimei and many more. Concer- 
ning theſe S-/o-on obſerves, Prov. 19.. 16. 
He that deſpiſeth his ways ſhall die, upon 
which words the Learned Aben Ezre com- 
ments, Before his time, becauſe the Council 
ſhall put him to Death. | 


SECT. 3. There is another way like- 
wiſe, by which Life may be ſhorten'd, 
and that is by Chance or Fortune. For 
this Reaſon R. Judah Lewita, upon thoſe 
wards of Samne!, Or be ſhall deſcend into 
the Battel and periſh, Exc. fays, Thar is 
an accidental Death. And R. Foſeph Al- 
bo affirms, that it ſignifies a Death, that 
happens by Chance, and without any an- 
recedent Offence, and merely by the 
Power of a Celeſtial 'S;zz», Bur that I may 
explain this thing more clearly, I ſhall 
ſhew, what the Zews meant by Chance and 
Fortune. 

And in the firſt place, they uſually di- 
Ninguiſh between Fortune and Chance, The 
latter of which they attribute to* inani- 
mate and inſenſible Creatures. For in- 
ſtance, if Tyles fall from a Houſe, when 
the Wind blows and kill a Man. Here 
we have two things, 1. A natural Cauſe ; 


for it is natural for the Wind to blow. 'f 


2. That which may be properly call'd 
Chance , for it is caſual indeed that a 
'Tyle ſhould drop off, and kill any one. 


'yome- 
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- Sometimes they uſe it more ſtritly, and aſ- 
cride it to ſenſible, and animate Crea. 
tures, that Aft by Inſtinct. | : 
Fortune they call Hizdammen, and will 
have it to beiong only to Men, or rational 
Creatures. - Though theſe two things do 
differ, yet the difference is fo ſmall, that 
they are both very often comprehended in 
the ſameDefinition; for according to ſorne of 
the Rabbins, Chance and Fortune are defin'd 
after this manner, they are ſuch things 
2s come by accident, not naturally, or 
by Order and Deſign. For Example, if a 
* Man by digging a Pit ſhould find a Trea- 
ſure. That Claudius endeavouring to con- 
ceal himſelf, ſhould be diſcover'd by a Sol- 
dier, and- created Emperour. That Cal;- 
gula(as Suetonias teſtifies) walking our after 
Supper, ſhould be unexpetedly ſlain by 
the way. Theſe and ſuch like things the 
Hebrews call Chance and Fortune , from 
whence they that have good or bad For- 
tune, are call'd fortunate or unfortunate. 
Hereupon, R. «dab Levita, R. Iſaac Ara- 
2a, and R.SolomenFebet have divided allour 
Actions into four Claſſes, viz. Divine, na». 
taral, caſual and voluntary. For all rhings 
that come to paſs in the World, proceed 
either from God's Providence , Nature, 
Chance, or Man's Free-will. This is cer- 
_ tainly a very accurate, and elegant Di- 
ſtinction, The Hebrews likewiſe —_— 
| at 
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That God often deſerts Men for their Sins 
and Iniquiries, and then they are expos'u 
to Chance and Fortune ; this the -y Prove out 
of Levit. chap. 26 27,28.1. E. (aS Abravanel 
and a!l others expount it) If ye 2/k not con- 


ftamily with me, and uprightly, then will I 


Jeave you (that were before guarded by my 


Providence ) ſubject to the miſ-chances and. 


accidents of the World, 

Theſe things happen to thoſe whom 
God forſakes, as it is written, Deut 3 1. 18. 
1 will ſurely bid my face in that day, that 


is, my Providence and my Favour : There- 


upon the Few, are wont to ſay, That a- 


ny Vice or Sin ; though not Mortal) is e- 


nough to make a Man obnoxious to Chance, 
which thing is confirmd by them our of 
| the Scriptures. For Moſes advertifing the 
1ſraelites, leaſt they ſhould be hurt by the 
deſtroying Angel, ſpeaks thus. Exod. 12. 
22. None of you ſhall go out of the door of 
bis houſe until the morning, And in ano- 
ther place. Deur. 20. 5. What man is there 
that hath built a new houſe, and hath not De- 
dicated it ? Let him go and return to his 
houſe, leſt he die in the battel. Alſo, 22. 8. 
T hou ſhalt make a Baiile ment for thy Roof, 
that thou bring not Blood upon thy houſe. 
From which places it appears, that it is in 
Man's power to avoid Danger, or run into 


it ; for as a King does not regard the Pro- 


motion, or Adyancement of a perſon that 
is 
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is. not: his Subjeft : So neither has God a. 
particular Care of thoſe who negled the 
obedience of his Laws, bur reſigns them 
to the Scorn and Contempt of Fortune. 
The fame alſo is maintain'd by R. Levi 
Ben Ger/on (in his Mlhamot 2 ſem. B. 4. c.2.) 
in theſe words, U is net reaſonable, that 296 
ſbould allow ſuch a Providence, that makes it 
imp-ſſible that wicked Men ſhould be capable 
of receiving that good which the Stars have 
ordain'd for them, I only affirm, That ſuch 
People are liable to thoſe mis- fortunes which 
the heavenly Signs incline. them to, and that 
God.-does ' not  prote& them from thoſe Ewils 
that the Planets have deſign'd. For this 
Cauſe. the Talmudifts ſay, A Man ſhould 
never run into Danger, and then deſire a 
Miracle for his relief ; becauſe he may be 


8 diſappointed of that. 


Bur here we muſt take notice, That ma- 
ny things may ſeem to fall out by, Chance 
and Fortune, which nevertheleſs are or- 
derd by the ſpecial Care and Direction 
of Providence, And therefore the Rabbins 
(commenting upon that Text, in Exod. 21. 
13. If a Man lie not in wait, but God deli. 
ver him into his hand) ſay, That God takes 
Opporcunities, (as if ic were by Chance) 
to Execute his Judgments ; which they 
illuſtrate by chis Example. Once up- 
on a time there were two Murderers, one 
had kilYd a Man by Chance, and the o- 

D ther 
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ther defignedly, but no' body yet knew 
when they did it. Now what does God 
do in this Caſe? Does he ſuffer rheſe 
Crimes to go unpuniſh'd? No; bur be- 
hold! God orders it fo, that both of thent 
ſhould come into the ſame. 7», where he, 
that ſlew the Man accidentally, climbed up 
a Ladder, and tumbling down killd the 
other, but he that fell down (recovering 
himſelf) flew to a place of Refuge, rhat 
he mighr be ſecur'd from Profecution, and 
ſo bath of them were puniſh'd. There is 
another way by which Chance and Prowi- 
dence may concurr , as in the Death of 
King Ahab; for though it was foretold by 
the Prophet, yer the Scripture records, he 
was undeſignedly ſlain by an Archer. We 
conclude therefore, that Mens Lives may 
be ſometimes ſhorten'd by Chance, or ut- 
expetted' Events, Souldiers are” in, the 
greateſt Danger of theſe ; for as Solomon 
obſerves, The Battel is not always. to the 
 ffrong, Eccl. 9. 11. ſo R. Bahye notes upon 
Deur. 20. 5. Left he die in the Baitel, 5.e. 
ſays he, before his time : From whence it ap- 
pears that be who dies in War, dies before bus 
42414 


SE CT. 4. A Man's Life alſo may be 
ſhorten'd by natural means. As rſt. By 
an ill Habit of Body, which often pro- 
ceeds from the Parents ; for Hippocrates 

; h ſays; 
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 fays, a Phlegmatick Father, begers aPhleg- 
matick Son, and a Colerick Father; a' Co- 
lerick Son. 2d. By unwboleſome Air. -2d. 
By the diſorders of our Aﬀettions; and'a de- , 
 bauct'd way of Living. HencePZilocheFew; 
(In his Book of the Creation of the World:) 
ſays, That ſeveral forts of Mear are apt ro 
hurt and oppreſs the Stomach 3 Chxy/of. 
(in contra Tux, & crap. Orat) againſt Luxury 
and Drunkenne(s; ſays, as aShip thats is over 
Laden will ſink,ſoa Maty;that eats too much; 
haftens his Death. The Phyſicians too are 
of Opinion that much Mear, and offeveral 
ſorts are prejudicial' to *the Body ,' and - 
ſhorten Life; as it is reported, that V:rel- 
lius and Fulian eat Variety of Victuals of- 
ten in aday. Laſtly, A great many In- 
firmities, which are the Cauſe of a ſhort 
' Life, proceed from an il Digeſtion ; theſe 
Infirmities the Talmudifts ' fay are 903, 
which are noted in thofe words of David. 
Pfal. 68.'20. The Tues of death. 'We of- 
fend againſt the Rules of Health, by the 
. vogue and quality of our Food, and in 
the-time and manner of Eating. Hence, 
David fays, Pfal.'34. 21. Ewvil ſhall ſlay the 
wicked ; 1. e. Such Perſons: do as good as 
kill chemſelves; and hicher.may be refer'd 
all that do fo, as Achitophel and others. 
All theſe Cauſes of - a ſhort Life, are beſt 
remark'd by Maimonides, in Tadg bazaka, 
for in that Book where he had preferibd 

nate ' D 2 moſt 
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moſt uſeful Receipts for the Preſervation , 


of | Health ; he adds this, hoſcever ob- 
ſerves theſe Rules which are laid down by 
me, 1 dere avouch :. ſhall' never be ſick all 
his Life, or want a Phyſician, but die of mere 
old Age ; except bis . Body ' was infirm from 
his Birth; or @Peſtlence, or a Famine infeſt 
rbat part of tbe Country where he lives. Here 
we. may diſcern by what Cauſes Maimoni- 
des declares our Life may be ſhorten'd,v:z. 
by an ill:Complexien, by a looſe Courſe of 
| Living, by Divine Providence, by Plague 
or Famine. I proceed now to ſhew 
our Life- may be prolongd. 


\. SECT, $5. God, in ſeveral places, Pro- 
miſes- long Life to good Men, and thoſe 
who obey his Laws, as Exod. 20. 12. Ho- 
nowr thy Father and thy Mother, that thy 
days may be long in tbe Land, Likewiſe in 
Deutr. 15. 20. and 22. 7.and in Pſal. 91. 16. 
With long Life will I ſatisfie him, Prov. 28. 


16; He that hateth Covetouſneſs ſhall #% | 


long bis days. 9.11. for by me thy days ſball 
be multiplied, and the years of thy Life ſhall 
be increaſed. And in many other PIACEs 
this Promiſe is expreſly given by God, to 
Holy and Religious Men. - But for all his 
there is a great Diſpute (among our Do- 
tors) about the quality, and form of this 
Promiſe. R. Myſes Gerund. thinks tis ex- 
tended to old Age, z.e. 70, or 80 years ; for 
| 0 which 
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which Reaſon upon thoſe words, | Exod. 
chap. 23. 26, He ſays the meaning is, He 
ſhall not die in Batte), or by Peftilence, or 
by Change of Air, but by old. Age: R. Da- 
vid Kimchi is of the ſame Opinion, and 
declares it- upon rhat Text in 2 Sam.7. 12. 
When thy days be fulfilkd, and thou ſhalt ſleep 
with thy Fathers, ti. e. when thou art old, 
and haſt liv'd the longeſt time, which is 
uſually 50 years. Therefore, whenever 
. that Expreſlion of Augmentation occurs in 
Scripture, we muſt underſtand” ſome In- 
firmity, or ill Temper, from which a Man 
is deliver'd, as in thoſe Places, Prov.g. 11. 
and 10. 27. For if. a Man keeps the Com- 
mandments of God, though he ſhould be 
very ſick and weak, ' yet God can recover 
| him and prolong his days, as may: appear 
ſrom the foreciced Texrs. And if God doth 
_ grant it,” he is Happy, and arrives to the 
Term of- 70 or 80 years. Hence, R. Foe! 
Ben Sueb (in 1b, Norah Thehilet.) upon thoſe 
words'of David, Pſal. 61. 6. ſays, That 
David deſires no more than the ordinary 
time,of Life ; but R. Solomon is:more ex- 
at, and ſays David means by Generations 
70 years, for twice 35 years makes up two 
_ Generations, or Jo years. This was the 
Opinion of R. Aquiba, (before theſe two) 
that by Vertue and good Actions Life was 
increaſed ; ſo Hezekiab liv'd 15 years lon- 
zer upon the Account of his Repentance, 
| D 3 -, 
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for he was but 29 years old then, and had 
reign'd but 14 years. ' | 4 

Hereupon the Rabbins fay, That Gad's 
Augmentation is more than the Principal,for 
all thoſe computed together, make up but 
58 years; ſo that he did not live to the or- 
dinary Term of 5o years. This indeed is- 
a great Puniſhment, but ?cis ſuch an one, 

-by which it may appear, that thofe Per- 
| ſons may. have the Grant of a longer Life, - 
who deſerve it. To theſe things belong 
chat Saying of ſome of the Ancients, Thar 
God 'bas a particular regard for thoſe who 
live juſtly . and righteoufly for the ſake of 
their good Deeds, avg. therefore their Life us 
propintionable, 4. 6, be daily encreaſes their - 
Life: Hence (upon thoſe words of Meſes, 
'Deut::31-2.) They ſay, Now my days are 
fulfll'd;tbis' day I was born,and this day Iſhall 
die';, for Moſes was born, and dy'd, upon 
the ſeventh day of the Month Adar. So 
likewife the 365 years of Encch, which 
he Jivid upon Earth, were propor- 
tion*'d to the 365 days of a Solar year; 
whoſe Age being (as I may fay) propor- 
rion'd, he was tranſlated into Heaven. 
Atter this manner God uſually conſum- 
mates, and compleats the days of the Juſt. 
Therefore David ſays, Pfal. 37; #8. The 
Lord knoweth the days of the upright; as if 
he took a particular Account of every day. 
According to theſe Men, the Reward of a 
Broan, | hou 
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long Life is nothing elſe, buc the Comple- 
tion of 7o or 80 Years, which ſome of them 
ſay no Body can exceed. 

But here are other Men who diflent 
from theſe : For R. N:ſſim, -R. Foſeph Albo, 
Iſaac Abravanel, and others, believe that 
all the Promiſes of the Moſaick Law are 
Supernatural, and for that Reaſon main- 
tain, that the Promiſe of long Life is not 
limited within the Compaſs of 5o or 80 
| 'Years ; and that a Man may live longer, 
Hence a certain Rabbi ſays, If a Man d:- 
ſerves it, his two Generations ſhall be aug- 
mented, if not, they ſhall be diminiſhd. This 
Opinion is moſt in vogue among the cele- 
brated Authors. 

Hereupon, thoſe Doftors who approve 
_ of the Sentiments of the Aftrologers, ſay, 
that where-ever the word Augmentation 
, OCCUrs in the Scripture, it is meant beyond 
che Exd determind by the Planets. They 
who think the Term of Life depends upan 
the Conſtitution, ſay, that God: by a cer- 
tain Divine Power encreaſes the Radical 
Moiſture. Hence Aber Ezra remarks, that 
our days are not appointed afore, but are 
natural, and that Nature is wonderfully 
enlarg'd by good Works. The fame thing 
is taken notice of by R. Meir in lh. Urim 
& Vetumim, far this Reaſon, ſays he, the 
Receſſion of the Sun upon the Dial, was 
given by God as a Token to Hexekiab of 
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the Conrinuance of his Life, becauſe the 
Sun is the Fountain of all natpral Hear; 
u20n this Account, the Sun receeding and 
retrafting his Rays together with his na- 
tial Heat ; he that through Ape had im- 
pair'd this, might have it reſtor'd, and as ir 
were grow young again. According to this 
Opinion (which I chink che beſt) rhe pro- 
longation sf Life which God promiſed, 
does cxcced any Term, whether Complexic= 
nal, Plancigry, or Secular, 


SECT. 6. In the next Place let us ſee, 
how Vertue and Piety are the means to 
promote the Radical Moiſture in Men. 
As the Happineſs of the Soul conſiſts in 
Goodneſs, or in the Knowledge of Vertue, 
and 'what is moft commendable: In like 
manner, a Man's life -is increaſed and re- 


*new'd by good Attions and Mcditatjon or | 


God's. Law. Now that Life is enlarg'd by 
'Piety may be evinc'd by the words of S0- 
- Iomon, Prov. 10.27. Here the Talmudiſts 
"ſay, this is evident from Experience. ' The 
"Year of the Lord prolongeth days : He fays 
this in reſpect of the firſt Temple, which 
taſted not above 410Years,andunger which 
there were not ave 13 _—_ And the 
nears of the wicked ſhall be ſhorten" d.He fpeaks 
this og | ES 4 ſecond Temple, 
which continued 420, and there were a- 
boye 300 Priefts under that; by this _ 
| r, 
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ber, they mean a great many. And they 
further add, that they liv'd longer under 
che firſt Temple, than they did under the 
, ſecond, becauſe they were more 4o/y. 

Furthermore, our Doctors aſfſerr, char 
there are 113 Bones and Nerves ina Man, 
ro which the 113 Precepts of che Law 
correſpond. Hence the Cadbalifts ſay, that 


Men ( by Religion: and keeping God's © 


' Commandments ) not only purifte their 
, Body, ſo that of Terreſtrial and Grofs, it 
becomes Celeſtial and Spiritual, but even 
corroborate and augment the natural Hear 
ſo much, that ir ſumetimes becomes im- 
mortal, 2s Enocy's and Elzass did. And 
this is not contrary to Reaſon : For, if ac- . 
cording to Galen, good Diet preſerves. 
Health, and conſequently prolongs Life ; 
may We-not allow*'the fame Efficacy, nay- 
greater, to the wiſe Government of the 
Soul? Now the Body receives Life from 
the Union of the Soul ; therefore if this be 
manag'd according to the Rules of true 
Holineſs, ( which are not prefcrib'd- by 
Galen, or Hippocrates, but which we'learn 
from Heaven ) no Man can deny, but it 
is moſt reaſonable to expect long Life, 
from a perſeverance in that. I remember . 
that I have read of a certain Rab6b;, that 
wonder d that Men ſhould live fo long in 
Babylon, when *tis firuated folow, (which 
Places Avicenna takes notice are very un- 
healthy )} 
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healchy ) but, when he was infoarm'd rbat 
they often frequented the Synagogues, he was 
very well ſatisfied. The like I met within | ;; 
Guemera de T ahauit,c.q.. where ſome People I ;/ 
asking how they mighr prolong their lives, I ir 
the wiſe Men anſwei*d, that it might be fl n 
done partly by a natural Cauſe, and part- I] 
ly by a moral one, viz. The fear of the | © 
Lord. I have read alſo of a Merchant, || ; 
( who liv'd in che Iſland of Cyprus ) that i] 5 
order'd it to be proclaim'd, that he had Il 6 
abundance of ſweet Spices to ſell chat were || F 
excellent to preſerve Life, and when a fs 
great many People came to purchaſe them, II ;| 
he pulF'd ont a Plalter our of his Bag, and | jj 
ſhew'd *em the 34th Plalm, whete David ff þ 
ſays, wv. 13, 14. What man «s be that deſo Þ 1] 
reth life, and loveth many days, that he ma 
fee good? Keep thy tongue from evil, af thy 
lips from ſpeaking guike; by which he woulg 
intimate thar Piety, was the beſt Aroma» 
tick to procure long Life. Beſides, the || e 
Meditation upon God's word is the means || jr 
to prolong Life, and reſtore the natural 
Hear. This is ſtrongly confirny'd by Solo- 
mor's Exhortation: For that moſt wiſe 
King ( where he ſpeaks about the Law ) 
ſays, Lengthof Days w in her Right-band, and 
in ber Left-band Riches and Honour, Prov. 3.16. 
Alſo Chap. g. 11. By me thy days ſhall be mus 
tiplied; and in another place, Chap. 3. 8. 
It ſhall be bealth 30. my Navel, and marrow 
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Scripture ſaith, Mar ſhall not live by bread 
only, but by every word that proceedeth out of 
the mouth of the Lord,Deut.s. 3. From hence 
itappears that Men are nouriſh'd by Spiri- 


I tual, as well as Corporal Food. And this 


] believe is the Reaſon why Solomon 
compares the Law of God to the Tree 
of Life, Prov. 3. 18. becauſe as the Tree 
of . Life ( which was in Paradiſe ) had 
ſuch a Vertve, that whoever taſted the 
Fruit of it, grew young and vigorous a- 


gain, So the Law of God |( which is like 


the Tree of Life) has the ſame effett. In 


like manner, if 44am had not finn'd, (tho*—- 


his Body.'was compeunded of a mixture of 
the four Elements } he might have liv'd a 
great many Years longer, and at laft his 
Soul, together with his Body, might have 
been tranſlated into Heaven, as it happend 
toEnochandElias,and all others would have 
enjoyed - the like Privilege who had liy'd 
ip perfett Obedience to the Law. 

Hence the Rabbins believe,that when the 
Law was given to ſes, God plac'd the 
Ifraelites in the ſame State that Adam was 
in before the Fal. But that happy Con- 
dition laſted not long, by reaſon of their 
abominable Idolatry in worſhipping the 
Calf. Therefore David ſays, P/. 82. 9, 8. 
I have ſaid ye are Gods; and all of you are 
Children of the moſt high: But je ſhall die 
like Men, &C. Whar 
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jo my Bones. The Reaſon is, becauſe the 


What I have mention'd already-does no- 


tably illuſtrate and confirm that ſingular 
Example ( which 1s recorded in"Guemera' 
Febamot, C. 12. of a certain Family in Fes: 


ruſalen, out of which, whoſnever was born 


ſeldom liv'd above Eighteen years ; which' 
thing b:ing re'ared to R Fohanan Ben Za- 
c>2y, and being ask'd wher was the reaſon” 
of it, he bid} chem enquire, if they were 
not of £1:s Pofterity, whom God” had 
threaten'd, ſaying, 1 Sam. 2. 23. All the. 
increaſe of thine Houſe ſhall die im the flower", 
of their Age. And it was diſcover; that 


they were deriv'd from him. Upon which, 


: he admoniſhd them, that if they delir'd 
God would grant them longer Lives, they 
ſhould very diligently meditate upon his' 


Law. This wiſe: Man's advice had its ef- 
fe.t and experience ſhew'd it. And our of 
gratitude the Family would ever after be 
call'd by his Name, Our Rabbins likewiſe 


report, that the. Sabbath-day on which" 
David died, he was very inrent in medita-' 


ring on God's Law ; which when the Angel 
Samael ( who is the common Executioner 
of Death) perceiv'd, he could not execute 


his Office. Wherefore he contriv'd this 


Stratagem, that a high Wind ſhould vehe- 
mently ſhake theTreesthatgrew in David's 
Court, chat might occaſion his coming a+ 
broad, which it did'; but as he was going 
down ſome fteps, he miſs'd one of _ 
1 | Jo 
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and fell down ; upon which, the King (be- 
ing in a Conſiernation) did nor chink;upon 
God*s Law, ſo his Mcditation ceaſing, .his 
Life ceas'd alſo. | I. 

The Rabbins in this place are of opinion, 
that David obtain'd ſuch Favour from God 
by. his -SanQticy, and, his devout Hymns, 
that Death could-have had no Power over 
him, if he had not commiurced: Adultery, 
and Murder. Save only in 4he Matter of 
Uriah, ſays. the Scripture, 1 Kmgs 15. 5. 
This is enough to ſhew that our Life may 
be prolong'd by obſerving, God's Laws, 
and medirating thereon; fo that if any one 
would perfectly and conſtantly obſerve the 
Law, it is probable that: ( like Elias ) he 
would never die. For I believe this may 
be miraculouſly done two ways: Firſt, by 
preſerving the Radical Moiſture in irs due 
State. Secondly, by preſerving the Vertue 
of our Food, As to the Firſt, ic is confir- 


| med by the Example of 24es, who liv'd 


forty Days in Mount $:»4i, without Mear 
or Drink; then the Divine Law ( which 
was inſtead cf Food ) preferv'd the Re-. 
dical Moiſture in_ its due - Vigour and 


Strength. The other is confirm'd by jthe 


Exemple of Elias; for the Ange} ſaid unto 
him, Ariſe and eat becauſe the Fourney ws tuo 
great for thee, 1 Kings 19.7, 8. And in the 
next verſe 'tis added, That he went mn ihe 
firength of that meat 40 days. and 40 nights : 
For 
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For the vertue in the Mear was preſerv 4 


not ſenſible of any Fatigueall thoſe 4o days 
and Nights. We muſt nor forget the wor- 
derfull Story of El:as, and rhe Woman of 
Sarepta ; for we read how the Propher ſaid 


unto her, 1 Kings 17. 14. The Barrel of 


Meal ſhall not wafte, neither ſhall the Cruiſe 
of Ol fail. And fo itcame to paſs, for as 
much as was 'taken our one day, was re- 
ftor'd the next : Thus the Radical Moifture, 
( which is like Oyl ) is miraculouſly pre- 
ſerv'd, in its due quantity and qualicy, by 
a conſtant Courſe'of Piety. T fay miracu- 


as if he had but juſt caten it, ſo that he was 
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louſly, becauſe ir can't be naturally. And 


when I propos'd this Queſtion to Zacuthas 


(a very learned and worthy Phyſician a! 
mong us ) he courteouſly anſwer'd ( in aff 


particular Treatiſe) that it was above the 
Power of Nature, and prov'd it by Rea- 
fon, and the Authority of ſeveral Authors, 
Wherefore we juſtly aſcribe it ro the Om- 
- nipotent Power of God, and conclude thzt 
ic can't be effefted without a Miracle. 


SECT. 5. This isa proper place to treat} 


of the Jewiſh Ceremonies about the Sick. 
As ſoon as any one is taken if], we imme- 
diately fend for a Phyſician, in order for 
his Recovery. This we all know is law- 


full, for God himſelf uſes means in natural 


Actions; and which I will ſhew by this Ex- 
ample... Though 


d 


as 


. Iſfver'd, God. Why then (fays he) are T_ 
| 0 


+ 


| Though'God was able to deliver: Se- 
wuel our of ' the hands of Saul, neverthe- 


leſs he faith, Take an Heifer with thee, and 
ſay I am comme to Sacrifice 10 'the Lord, rSam. 


16. 2. By which nieans he mighe conceal 
his Deſign of anointing David to be King, 


who , when 'he- was anointed,” induſtri- 
ouſly endeavourd. to eftape the hand of 


Saul. So Gideon made uſe of Trumpets, 
as natural means, Judges 7..16, Eliſha al- 
fo the Propher, (when he ſenc one of the 
Sons of the Prophets ro anoint 7ehe King,) 
conimanded him thar he ſhould do it pri- 
yately in an immer Chamber, 2 King, 9. 2. 
Now if Phyſick is good and lawful; we 
may doubrlefs ſend for a Phyſician ro cure 
the Sick. "There were a great many Emi- 
nent Phyficians formerly among us, as we 
read in the Talmud of Samuel (a $kilful 
Phyſician, and Aftrologer) who Curd R. | 
=—_ of the Toothach, which he had 
en troubPFd* with for feveral years, and 
we read in annther Place, that he Cur'd 
the ſame Man's Eyes. There goes a re- 
markable Story of R. 1/mael, and R. A- 
quiba; who (travelling near 7eru/alem with 
a Countreyman in their Company) met a 
fick Man, whom they preſently Cur'd with 


Jan infallible Medicine. The Country- | 


man ſeeing this, ask'd chem who was the 
Cauſe of that Man's Sickneſs? They an- 
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ſo preſumptuous to meddle. with another 
Man's Buſmeſs ; God (as you confeſs) ha-, 
ving made him Sick, and wil ye. pretend 
to Cure:him 2 But they (to apply them- 


ſelves to. his Capacity) ask'd., him what 


Profeſſion he was of ? Don't you ſee (ſays 
the Countryman) by the Inſtrument that 
I carry in my hand, that I am a Farmer ? 


Who then(ſay they) made your Land ?and 


who is the Cauſe of the Fertility of your 
' Vineyard ? God, reply'd he. Why then 
(fay they) do you concern your ſelf with 


another Man's work, and eat thoſe Fruits 


that God has. made ? O! {ſays the Far- 


mer) if I do not Plow, and Culcivate, and 


weed my Ground, I am ſure I ſhall. have 
no Crop. Well then, (fy they). honeſt 
Friend, have not you read in the xo3Pſal. v, 
15: That the days of Man are as Grafs : Now 
Man is like a Tree ; the Dung which is 
laid to it, to make ir thrive., is like the 
ſweet Spices and medicinal Potions, and 
the Husbandman repreſcnts the Phyſician; 
ſo they pleaſantly [convinc'd him of his 
Error. | | 
From this it appears, That the Ancients 
approv'd, and wade uſe of Phyſick, when- 
ever God afflited any Perſon wich a Dif- 
eaſe, TheCabbalitsare of the ſame mind, 
for (cammenting upon that Place of Deur, 
32. 10. He found him in a deſert Land.) 
They fay a ſick Man is like one that God 


finds] 
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fnds in a Deſert, wherefore a Phyſician is\ 
to be conſulted, who may cure him by. 
Purges, or opening a Vein, and then pre- 
ſcribe a regular Diet which may preſerve 
his Health. Hither we may referr, what 
ſeveral great Rabbi's have ſaid; thac when 


a Perſon has procur'd a Licence from the 
Magiftrace to practiſe Phyſick, he is ob- 


lged. to cure the Sick, and he may law- 
fully demand a Fee. . But after all, we 


muſt not rely too much upon the Phyſici- 


Jan, and fo forget God : For we muſt ear- 


neftly and devoutly call upon him; ini 


J which Aber Ezra agrees with me ; but he 


ſo far diſſents from my Opinion, that he 
will not allow of a Phyſician in internal 
and ſecret Diſtempers, bur wholly ſubmit 
to God. R. Vidal has admirably confuted 
him, and commended the Uſe of Phy ſick. 
Bur: here are two things that deſerve con- 


fideration, one reſpetts the Phyſician, and 


the other the Patient. As to the firſt, a 
Phyſician ought to be very careful abour 
his Patient's recovery, otherwiſe he may 
loſe his own Soul. For upon this Account 
the Talmudiſts ſay that the belt Phyſicians 
ſomerimes go to Hell. For there are ſome 
thar pretend to cure a' Diſtemper which 
they do not underſtand, others do not take 
notice of the proper time to adminiſter rhe 
Phyſick; and there are others that leave 


all ro Chance, and care not whether their | 


E Pati- 
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Patient lives or dies. It often happens that 
a ſick Man loſes his Life while the Phyſi- 
cians are diſputing about the Nature of the 
Diſeaſe.” And perhaps, for this reaſon Phy- 
ſictans are ſometimes call'd Murderers: 
May be A/exander too was of that mind,when 
he commanded Glaucus the Phyſician to'be 
execured, becauſe .he did not recover his 
Friend Hephe/tion. I ſpeak only of bold, 
ignorant L2uzcks, for the $skilful and honeft- 
Phyſicians are calld in the Scripture 
Heads. | 

That Conſideration which ſhould affet 
the Patient, is, that he muſt not too conf. 
dently depend npon the Phyſician, or na- 
tural Means, bur chiefly put his truſt in 
God; for this Reaſon is Aſa reprehended 
for placing too much hope in the Phy ſici- 
ans : For ſo ſays the Text, 2 Chron. 16. 13. 
iu bis Diſeaſe be ſought not to the Lord, but 
:0 the Phyſicians, The Prophet does not 
reprove the King becauſe he int for them, 
but becauſe he expetted"a Cure only from 
them, and never regarded God. Thus 
the Te/mndiſts, among their Praiſes of the 
gord King Zezekiah, reckon this deferves 
a place, becauſe he hid a Book of Phyſick, 
Some rhink the Aurhor of it was Sclomn, 
orners that it was a Book of Magick, and 
therefore hid by FHezekiah, becauſe ſore 
People in thoſe Times usd to conſult it for 
to Cure of their Diſeaſes, and fo moe. 

: c 
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ed to implore God's Aid and Aſſiſtance; 
For God is the true Phyſician; and he that 
putteth his Truſt in him, may expet Eaſe. 
and Comfort in time of Sickneſs: Thusirt is- - 
faid, in Exod, ch. 15. 26. 1/1 put none of 
thoſe Diſeaſes upon thee, which I have brought 
upor the Egyptians ; for 1 am the Lord that 
healeth thee. ets | | 


SECT. 8. The Talmudifts fay, there are- 
four things which incline God to alter his 
Decrees, viz. Alms-deeds, fervent Prayer, - 
a Change of the Name, andia-Change of 
Works. And theſe are the four means 
which the Fezys make uſe of in a dangerous 

Diſtemper ; ſo they commonſly ſecretly re- 

lieve thoſe Perſons who are in the greateſt 
Exigencies : For as Money does, asit were, 


give life to a poor Man, fo they hope that 


God will grant them their Life when' they 
deſire it, For this Reaſon, the Fews fre- 
quently collect Alms for the Poor that live 
in the City, or-for thoſe that live in the 
Holy Land, or for thoſe char are in Priſons 
and Dungeons, or for any other charira- 
ble Uſes. = 

This they believe is meant by thoſe 
words of Solorfon, Prov. 10.2. Righteou/- 
neſs delivereth from Death, &C. 12.28.21. 
21, And it is confirm'd by Experience, for 
R. Aquiba*s Daughter being almoſt ftung'ro 
Death by a — ( which the Aftrolo- 

I 


gers 
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gers had foretold) was recover'd upon the 
Account of. her generous Charity. Hence 


comes the Rabbinical Proverb, Whoever 
fays, 1 give this Money, that my Children 


may live, # perfeily juſt. The meaningotf 


which is, though we owe our Life and 
Goods, and all that we poſleſs to God who 
gave them: Nevertheleſs, whoſoever re- 
lieves a poor Man, in expectation of ob- 
raining God's Favour, he ought not to be 
eſteemd fimple, but perfectly juſt : So 
much for Alms, | | 

The next Remedy is fervent Prayer. By 
this means Hezekiab prevail'd ſo much with 


God, that he granted him a longer Life, 


chough:. he had determin'd his Death. 
From hence comes that ſaying of the wiſe 
Men, Though a Man ſees a ſharp Sword 
clapp'd to, his Throat, yet he muſt not deſpair, 
of God' s Atercy. By which they under- 
ſtand, that Prayer has ſuch a Power, that 


it can reverſe the Sentence of Death,which' 


was pronounc'd by God againſt him, There- 
fare, when David ſays, P/: 107. 6. Then 
they cried unto the Lord in their trouble, ana 


he deliv:r'd them out of their diſtreſſes. The- 


Pſalmiſt underſtands this of the time of the 
eEgypiian Captivity : For the 1/raelites lift- 
ing up their minds to Heaven, humbly 
pray d that God would releaſe them be- 
tore the appointed time. This is the chief- 
eſt Remedy the Fews make uſe of —_— 

2» they 
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they are dangerouſly ſick. And becauſe 
the Prayers of many, are uſually more ac- 
ceptable, it -is appointed that the Sick 
ſhould be pray'd for in the Synagogues. 
I have read of R. Hanina Ben Doſſa, a very 


pious Man, who us'd to judge of the Life - 
or Death of thoſe Sick Perſons that he 


rupted, or I heſicate, it is an infallible To- 
ken that he will die. This did truly once 
happen to R. Gamaliel's Son, who being 


j very ſick, his Father ſent two Servants to 


R. Hanina, to defire him to pray to God 
for his ' recovery ; which ' when he had 
done, he told the Meſſengers their Petition 
was heard, and ſo diſmiſs'd them ; and af- 
ter that the Fever abated, and great hopes 
of his recovery appear d. The Scripture 
likewiſe informs us, that the Widow of 
Sarepta*s Son was recovered by the Prayers 
of Elias, and that El;ſha by his Prayers re- 
ſtor'd the Shunamite's Son to Life : There- 
fore without doubt fervent Prayer 1s excee- 
ding effeftual fot the preſervation or re- 
covery of Wealth. 

The third Remedy is, a Change of the 
Name. And this is very common among 
the Fews, when they are in great danger 
of their Lives; and it is perform'd in the 

E 3 Syna- 


E 
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Synagogue. with extraordinary Ceremony, 
and they always add the Name, to the 
ward Lif.. The reaſon of their doing ir, 
is this ; for, ſay they, though the Change 


of the Name does not alter the Subſtance; 
. yet notwithſtanding it cauſes ſome varia- 


tion, in as. much as every one is Ciſtin- 
guiſh'd by his Name. Beſides, they, will 
have this ſignifie an affeftion of the mind, 
and a reſolution of amending their Life, 


which was ſo bad before, that they did 
not deſerve to be heard by God. Some 


are of opinion, that when they change 
their Name; they change their Fortune ; 
as appears in the Example of  4braham; 
tor he was not ſo rich when his Name was 
.4brom, as he was, when Þe was calld 4- 
br:h6m, While he was Abram, he was 
only the Father of Meſopotamia, but when 
he was Abraham, he Was Father of the 
Kingcorms of the World. . So while his 


Wife was call'd Sara:, ſhe was only a pri- ' 
vate Miſtreſs; but when ſhe rook the. 


Name-of Sarah, ſh: was ' Miſtrzſs of the 
World. In like manner Faceb after his 
Vittory over the Edemites, was call'd [/- 
racl, 1n token of his future Congueſis:; For 
white the Captivity continued, the People 
were fahacb, 1. e. rrodden down by the 
Gentiles, So Meſes when he ſent the Spies 
ie Canaan, cbang'd the Name of O/ea into 
; jug; becauſe fore-ſeeing (by his pro- 
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hetick Spirit ) Foſbua's Succeſs, he ſaid to © 

im, the Lord ſhall preſerve thee from the 
Malice of the Spigs. No doubt but there 
are other proper Names in the Scripture, 
which have a peculiar Signification. So 
Eſau faid to his Brother Facob, thou arr 
truly calld Faceh, that is, a Deceiver, for 
thou haſt deceiyed me twice, Gen. 26. 36. 
So Abigail truly calld her Husband Na- 
bal, that is, a Fool, 1 Sm. 25. 25, Like- 
wiſe, Naomi (Ruth's Mother-in-Law) ſaid, 
call me not Naomi, i.e: pleaſant, call me 
Marah, i.e. bitter, for the Almighty hath 
dealt very bitterly with me, Rutb, c. 1. 20. 
Afeer the ſame manner,fickPeople havegrear 
hopes of their recovery from the E:ymole- 
gy of Life, if other means are us'd be- 
ſides. 

Laſtly, The fourth Remedy is a Change 
of Works. This is laſt ;z order, but ought 
to be our firſt Care: For certainly the Re- 
pentance of our paſt Sins prevaiis much 
with God: Nineveh was to have been o- 
verthrown within forty Days, but upon 
theirRepentance Gad turn'd the Evil from 
them. So King A4bab upon his Repen- 
tance, intreated God that he might nor 
ſee the Evil in his Days. Hence the 7a/- 
mudiſts ſay, that Repentance prolongeih 
Man's. Life, Andin another place, ſpeak- 
ing of the Efficacy of Repentance, they 
fay; that God. by reaſon of ic will revoke, 
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and alter his Sentence. Theſe are the four 
ſupernatural Means of recovering Health; 
to which ſome add faſting, whether it be 
by thoſe of our own Family, or the Poor 
whom we haveoblig'd with our A/ms. For 
when Haman threatned the 1/raelites with. 
inhumane Uſage, Heſter and Aordecai, and 
all the Jews faſted very«ſtriftly. Ezra 
alſoapprov'd of it, and frequently praQtis'd 
it. And it is faid to Darzzel, ch. 1o, 12, 
From the firſt day that thou didſt ſet thine 
heart "to underſtand, and te chaſten thy ſelf 
before thy God, thy words were heard. Here 
we muſt take notice, that by a revocation 
of a Sentence or a Decree, R. Foſeph Albo 
does not mean a Divine Decree, bur a-Ce- 
leftial Sign. And therefore, when any 
great Misfortune is threatned to a Man by 
the influence of the Planets, that danger 
( ſays he ) is remov'd by vertuous Actions, 
For inftance, by the Power of the Planets 
che Ship, 'that a Man defigns to go into, 
will certainly be caſt away : Now God 
hinders this Man from his deſign by ſick- 
neſs, or ſome' other way; in the mean 
time the Ship is Ioft, and theMan eſcapes. 
Ahben Ezra 1s of this opinion ; for upon the 
24th Ch. of Exod. he ſays, Suppoſe by the 
influence of the Planets certain Ruine at- 
tends-any City, and the Inhabitants there- 
of by fincere Repentance appeaſe God's 
Wrath, what ſhall come to paſs? _ 
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they be involv'd in the common Deſtrutti- 


on of the City ? No, God ſhall put them 
in mind to go up” into the Mountains and 


high Places, that they may ' ſecure them- 
ſelves: After which the Fields ſhall be o- 
verflowd with-a mighty Torrent of Wa- 
ter, and the City ſhall be deſtroy'd. ' So 
by this means the Event ſhall anſwer the 
Determination of the Planets, and yet the 
People eſcape too. For as David ſays, Pſ. 
33. 18, 19. Behold the Eye of the Lord is up- 
on them that fear him, and upon them that 
bope in his Mercy ; to deliver their Soul from 
Death, and to keep them alive in Famine. 
Which way ſoever the Sentiments of the 
Rabbins are explaind, this is certainly true, 
that Piety is much more efficacious than 


the Planets ; fo that when the Sentence of 


2 


Death is pronounc'd (as it happen'd to 


Hezekiahb ) that is not ineffeCtual, excepe 
God has alter'd it before. I ſhall conclude 
all here with the formal Speech, that the 
| Scholars of Pombediths uſe when they go 
out of the School, ay he that is the Au- 
ther of Life, grant unto us a long, happy, and 
an honeſt Life. | NF 
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BOOK II 


Concerning God's Preſcience, 
and Man's Free-Will. 


SECT. 1.W Am obligd now to ſpeak 
ſomething concerning God's 
| Preſcience, and thoſe Ar- 
guments which are urg'd againſt Prog- 
noltications; becauſe ſome of a contrary 
Opinion have made Objections zgainſt 
what I treated of in the former Books, 
Thus they Reaſon.: If God exatly 
knew all chings, and diſpos'd them in ſuch 
Order, from Eternity, how can it be in 
che Power of Man to prolong or ſhorten 
his Life? For Example, if God infalli- 
bly knew from all Ecernity, that 4bra- 
ham would live 175 years, by reaſon of 
that found and healthful Conſticution _ 
which he had given him, it's very plain 
that Abraham could not alter that Deter- 
mination. Now if this be true, it is de- 
manded how God's Preſcience, and Man's 
Free-will, (two ſuch contrary. things) are 
conſiſtent together ? I muſt confeſs, That 
I am very unwilling to engage in fo nice 
and:intricate a Controverlie. Euclid once 
being ask'd many things about God, onty 
reply d, The 1 rwvery well know, that God 
| | | abhor's 
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abhors thoſe that are too curious, and inqui- 
fitive ; nevertheleſs, by the aſliſtance of 
the Scripture, I believe I can i!luftrai. 2nd 
explain theſe things. 

There were ſome Men heretofore, who, 
when they could not reconcile God's fore- 
knowledge, with Man's Free-will, deny'd 
both; as C:cero, who, that he might main- 
rain the Freedom of humane Actions, would: 
allow no Preſcience in God, which is well 
obſerv'd by St. Auguſtine. Cicera, ſays he, 
That he might make Men free, made them Sa- 
crilegious, There are others that deny Man's 
Free-will, that they may eſtabliſh the fore- 
knowledge of God. Wherefore I deſign 
to confirm and ſettle theſe two things, be- 
fore I proceed to a Rg-conciliation. And 
in the firſt Place, to prove that God knew 
all future contingent things from Eternity ; 
after that, I ſhall maintain that a Man may 
prolong, or ſhorcen his Life as he pleaſes. 


SECT. 2. The firſt is plain and: indif- 
putable, ſays Maimonides, That all Perfe. 
tions may be found in God ; but all Im- 
perfections muſt be remov d from him. 
And it is very evident, That the Ignorance 
of any thing is an Imperfection, and that 
God; is, ignorant of nothing. ; for. it may. 
be clearly; prov'd- out of: the Scripture, 
that God; had a particular. knowledge: of 
Adam, Noab, Abrabam, Iſaac, Facoh, _ 
TY Wo, : 


and feveral others, Gen. 18. 19. Exod. 3.7, 
Deur.29.18. upon this Account A4oſes,and 
Aaron thus addreſs themſelves to God. © 


Ged, the God of the Spirits of all Fleſh, Numb.' 


I6. 22. 
If we look into the Prophets, we ſhall 
find that they reſtifie the ſame thing. 1/azahb 


| 48.8. I knew that thou wouldſt deal wery 


rreacher ouſly. Jer. 1. 5. Before I form'd thee 
2 the Belly I knew thee, chap. 12. 3. Ezek. 
37. 3. Dan. 2. 22. He revealeth the deep 
and ſecret things, he knoweth what is in the 
darkneſs, and the light diwelleth with him. 
Burt the moſt eminent Teſtimony of God's 
Preſcience.. is recorded in the 139 Pſalm, 
for ſays David, v. 1. O Lord thou haſt 
ſearched me, and known me, i. e. Thoudidft 
know from Eternity, as well as now, all 
my AXtions. v. 2. Thou knoweſt my down 
ſitting, and mine upriſing, i.e. all my partt- 
cular Aftions. Thou underſtandeſt my thoughts 


afar off yi. e. you knew my Works ſo ex-. 


actly from Eternity, that you alſo knew 
my very Thoughts : Then he concludes, 
V.' 7. Whither ſhall I go from thy Spirit, or 
whither (hall I flee from thy Preſence? 4. e. 
When thy Knowledge and Providenee, 
O. God, - are above every thing, there 
15no-place for me to fly unto, for thou art 
every where ; from whence it follows, 
Thar God- rakes Care of every one. Hi- 
ther 'we may refer, that which ſome ” 
23 | the 
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che Ancients report of the three Men, 
which God convinc'd of their miſtake, be- 
cauſe they thought that he did not know » 
every thing. The firſt was Cain, who,when 
God ask*d him, where his Brother Abel * 
was? (as if he did not know that he had 
kill d him) anſwer'd, Am TI my Brother's 
keeper ? Gen. 4. 9. The next was Balaam, 
who, when God ſaid unto him, hat Men 
are theſe with thee ? Reply'd, Balak the Son ' 
of Zippor, the King of Moab, Numb. 22. 
9, 10. The laſt was Hezekiab, who, when 
Iſaiah ask*d about the Ambaſladors, which 
Berodach-Baladan had fent to him, ſaying 
what ſaid theſe Men, And from whence 
came they unto thee? anſwer'd, They are 
come from @ far Country, 2 King. 20. 14. 
Theugh ic might ſeem to be a ſmall Fauir, 
for the King ro offend againſt the Propher, - 
yet he ſhould have conſider'd, that he 


was a Prophet of God, who knows all 
things before they are tranſacted. 


SECT. 3. I ſhall proceed now to ſhew 
God's foreknowledge of things that are 
furure. And a great and invincible Argu- 
ment of this, are God's Predictions of fu- 
ture contingent things, which were after- 
wards fulfilled. As for inſtance : Firſt, 
God ſaid to Moſes, Exod 3.19. I am ſure 
that the King of Exypt will not let your go ; 
and fo 'it came to paſs, 

2. God 
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2. God foretels the Deftruttion'of the 
| Iſraelites, Deut. 4. 25: When thou ſhall beget 
Childrens Children, and ſhalt have remain'd 
bong in the Land, Here the Phraſe remain'd 
- bong, according to the Hebrew, makes up 
the number 846. for ſo long they enjoy'd 
the- Holy Land, and then were expelFd for 
their Iniquities, which depended upon 

. their Free-wills, 

- 3. The 28th. Chap. of Dexut. contains 
ſome Prophecies, which were fulfill'd un- 
- der the firſt and ſecond Temple. ' I have 
treated largely of theſe in my Book, of the 
Divin. of : Moſes's Law, from whence 1 
ſhall borrow ſome things now: The 28ch. 
Chap. of Deut. wherein the Curſes againſt 
the rebellious 7/7ae/ites are inſerted, is di- 
vided into two parts, beginning at The 
15. v. and fo to the 49th. and from thence 


thou be in the City, &c. the Reaſon is pre- 
ſently added, v. 20. Becauſe of the wicked- 


2p:e, 1, e. for Idolatry, which was notori 
ous under the firſt Temple ; for that Phraſe 
ro forſake, always ſignifies in Scripture to 
forſake God, and to worſhip Idols. So it 


follows, The Lord ſhall make the Peſtilence 
cleave unto thee, &rc. The Lord ſhal? cauſe 
thee to be ſmitten befofe thine Enemies, thou 
ſhalt go out one way againſt them, and flee 
feven,ways before them, which did not hap- 
| per 


# 


'to the end. Thus they begin, Car/ed ſhalt. 


neſs of thy doings, whereby thou haſt forſaken 
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pen under the ſecond Temple, (for then 


in, &*c. V. 43. The ſtranger that is within 
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chey were ſtrong and valiant) but under 
che firſt. Hence 1/aiab, (lamenting, the 
great weakneſs of the People) ſays, Chap. 
22. 3. All that are found in thee are bound 
rogether, which have fled from far, ,As to 
what relates to the other Curſes, the Fews 
were ſadly ſenſible of their Events, in the 
firſt Calamities that fell upoh them, as in - 
the Captivity of Reuben, Gad, half the 
Tribe of Manafſeb, and in other Captivi- 
ties of the Tribe of Judah. Then was 
fulfill'd that Curſe, v. 30. Thou ſhalt be- 
troth a Wife and another Man ſhall lie with 
ber. But when it is ſaid, v. 36.. The Lord" 
ſhall brings thee and thy King, which thou 
ſhalt ſet over thee, unto a Nation which net- 
ther thou nor thy Flthers have known; and 
there ſhalt thou ſerve other Gods, Wood and 
Stone, no doube bur this muſt be under- 
ſtood of Zedekiah, and Fehoiakim, who 
were Captives in Babylonia , which was 
a Land unknown to them , and where 
they worſhip'd Ido!'s. And tho? after the 
Conqueſt of the Holy Land, a remnant of 
the People was left, yet it is ſaid concern- 
ing them, v. 38. Thou ſhalt carry much ſeed 
out into the Field, and ſhalt gather but little 
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thee ſhall get up above thee very high; which 
muſt be underſtood of the Samaritans, 
who the King of Afyria, drove out of 
65 Samarin, 
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Sameris, and the adjacent places. Becauſe 


Hoſes here leaves off ſpeaking of the De- 
firuQion of the firſt Temple, he ſubjoyns 
the Cauſe of fo great an Evil, v.47. Becauſe 
thou ſervedſt not the Lord thy God, &c. (o 
much for the firſt part of the Chapter. 

| The 26. part begins thus, The Lord ſhall 
bring a Nation againſt thee from far, from the 
end of the Earth, as ſwift as the Eagle fl;- 
eth, a Nation whoſe Tongue thou' ſhalt not 
anderſtand ; a Nation of . fierce Countenance, 
&c. It is o5ſervable that the word Nation 
is here thrice mention'd; for three times Fe- 
ruſalem felt the Power of the Romans, (when 
they bore an Eagle for their Enſign.) Firſt 


when the Romans deſir'd the aſſiſtance of 


Hyreanus and Ariſtobul:xs, (the Sons of Alex- 
ander ) againſt Pompey. Afterwards when 
Sofics ſaccour'd Herod againſt Antigonzs, 


. the Son of Arifobulus. Laſtly, when the . 


City was beſiegd, and together with the 
Temple utterly deſtroy'd, by Veſpafiar 
and his Son Titus. Wherefore when Me- 
ſes, ſays, A Nation (hall come from far, 
it muſt be underſtood of Rome ; and from 
the end of the Earth, it muſt be underſtood 
of thoſe Nations, which Yeſpaſian ſent for 
to afliſt him, out of England, France, Spain 
and other parts of the World. In theſe 
Wars, all the Evils and Calamities that 
were foretold, happen'd cotheFews. 1. Fa 
mine, v.53. 24ly. Great Diftreſs,v.5,7. 34, 

. Plagues; 
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at the 39th. Chapter. 


. utmoſt parts of the Earth, Vv. 4. 


Plagues, v. 59- 4ly. a vaſt Diminution of 


the People, wv. 62. 5ly. a Deſolation, v. 63. . 
To which may be added, the 6ch, Evil, a 
Forgetfulneſs of their Religion, v.64. which- 


1s chiefly come to pals, in this preſent Cap- 
tivity, by Reaſon of the ſad Calamities 


which the Fews undergo in France, Eng-. 


land and Spain. Laſtly, he ſays, v. 68. The 
Lord ſhall bring thee ints Egypt again with 


ſhips. + Though Veſpaſian baniſh'd the Fews. 


into ſeveral Countries, yet Egypt only - is 
nam'd to their Diſgrace, as if he would 
ſay,.ye ſhall be carried Captive into that 
Land, out of which ye came with Tri- 
umph. Here Moſes makes an end of the 
Curſes of the People, bur returns to them 
Afterwards at the 
zoth. Chapcer, he Comforts them with che 
hopes of Bleſlings, and a return from the 


all the Prophets imitate Moſes, who, after 


a Repetition of a Catalogue of aMiltions, 


that ſhall come upon them, ſubjoyn ſome 
conſolatory Hopes ; upon which Account 
the Talmudiſts report , That R. Aquiba 
laughr at the Deſtrution of the Temple, 
when all the reſt of the wiſe Men lamen- 
ted. And being ask'd the Reaſon of ir, he 
anſwer'd, Afrer a Storm comes a Calm, when 


- theſe Evils are over we may expect ſome 


good ; for God as certainly brings one as 
che other. | 
EF 4. That 
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4. That came to paſs which God fore- 
told to Moſes, Deut. 31. 16. 

5. God foretold that the Song which 
Moſes was to ſpeak to them, ſhould not be 
forgotren, Deut. 31. 21. And this has 
been verified in their Poſterity ro this 


day. 


SECT. 4. We read in the Scripture 
of many things that came to paſs, which 
were foretold ſeveral years before. 

T7. In Foſhua 6. 26. which happen'd 
many years after in the Reign of Ahab. 
1 King. 16. 34. I his days did Hiel the 
Beth-elite build Fericho; he laid the Foun- 
dation thereof in Abiram his firſt born, and 
ſet mp the gates in his youngeſt Son Segub. 

2. The building of a Tewple in E- 
gygt was foretold 600 years before it 
'was begun. This Prophecy was fulfill'd 
in the time of Ozias the High-Prieſt , 
who having obtain'd leave of Prolemy, 
and Cleopatra erected a Temple at a 
Place calPd Bubaſtzzs, F. Foſephus (in his 
Antiq. of the Fews B. 13. c.6;) thus re- 
fates the words of Onius, May it pleaſe your 
Majeſties to grant me the favour ts purifie 
that Temple which is Dedicated to no Detty, 
and is fallen down, and to build another im 
its place, to the moſt high God, in the ſame 
form and bigneſs of that which is at Feru- 
falem, where we ſuall pray for the ſafety of 
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.you and your Children, that the Fews, who 
live in Egypt, and reſorting thither, for their 
own Convenience, may be tore uſeful to you. 
For Iſaiah the Prophet foretcld, that there 
' ſhould be an Altar to the Lord in the midſt of 
the Land of Egypt, Chap. 19. 19. In this 
Circumſtance our 'Rabbins agree with Fo- 
ſephzs, for they refer theſe words to this 
Temple. Bur iti Seder Olam they are of a 

' Contrary Opinion there they fay, That af- 
ter the Victory which God gave them o- 
ver the' Aſſrians, great part of them thar 
were left were carried Captive to Feruſa- 
lem by Hezekiah. Now theſe Forces Sen- 
nacherib had levy'd out of e£:hiopia and 
Egypt : Hence it came to pals, that theſe 
Men being convinc'd by the Greatneſs of 
the Miracle embrac'd the Jewiſh Religion, 
and returning into their own Countrey, 
eredted an Altar to the Honour and Glory 
of God, And when Friendſhip and Com- 
merce began to increaſe among them, and 
theFews,they by degreesacquir'd the know- 
ledge of our Language, according to that of 
T1/aiab, Chap. 19. 18. In that day ſhall five 
Cities in the Land of Egypt "es the Lan- 
guage of Canaan, Thus this Prophecy was 
plainly fulfill'd. he - 
3. Long before the Reſtoration of the 
Fews, and the building of the ſecond Tem- 
ple by the Command of Cyrus, King of 
- the Perſians, it was thus foretold of this 
8 Cyrus, 
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Cyrus, Ifaiah 44. 28. That ſaith of Cyrus be 
jug ;y Shepherd , and ſhall perform all my 
Pleaſure, even ſaying to Feruſalem, thou ſhalt 
be built; and to' the Temple thy Foundation 
ſhall be laid, he fays to the Temple, 7hou 
(halt he founded, not thou ſhalt be built : 
The Reaſon is this, becauſe of the Accu- 
fations,and Complaints of Rehum and Shim- 
ſbai (in the! Reign of. Cyrus) the Temple 
was not finiſh'd, (only the Foundation } 
kid) till che ſecond year of. Nar#s, which 
was 22 years after, But when Cyras had 
given abundance of Gold and Silver. to- 
wards the Re-edification of the Temple, 
and had releasd a great many Slaves ; 
therefore it is ſaid in the next Chapter, 
V. 13. Thave rais'd him up in Righteouſneſs, 
and I will dire all his ways, be (hall build 
my City, and (hall let go my Capiives, mt. 
for Price, nor Reward , ſaith the Lord of 

Hofts. | | 
4 Ic was likewiſe foretold by. the Pro. 
pher, that the Temple ſhould be deſtrey-d 
\ by the Jews themſelves : For after the te- 
' dious Lamentations of the People ,in the 
_ time of the Captivity, headds theſe words, 
Chap. 49. 14. But. Zion ſaid the Lord hath © 
forſaken me, and my. Lord hath forgotten me. 
Thy Children ſhall make haſte ; thy Deſtroy- 
ers,and they that mage thee waſt ſhall go forth 
of thee, v. T7. This was fulfilld when S:- 
mo and Janrathan, and others by their 
inteſting 
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inteftme Seditions, haſten'd the Deſtrudti- _ 
on of the Temple. Whence F. Foſephus 
| ſpeaks thus of the Wars of the Fews, B. 7. 
C. 4. Who « ignorant of the Writings of \the 
ancient Prophets, and their Prophecies, where- 
tn this wretched City ts foretold to be deffroy'd 
by thoſe that being born Tews, murder our 
own Nation, and now not only the City, but 
the Temple is full of the dead Bodies ?* 
5. Tſaiab the Prophet faith, Chap, 54. 19. 
No Weapon that is form'd againſt thee ſhall 
proſper ; and every tongue that ſhall riſe a- 
gainſt thee in Fudgment, thou ſhalt condemn, 
: This is th# beritage of the ſervants of the 
Lord, and their Righteouſneſs is of me ſaith the 
| Lord. This Prophecy was alſo fulfil'd, for 
almoſt al! Nations have opposd the Jewiſh 
Law, ſome by Arguments, and ſome by 
Force. Therefore it is faid, mo Weapon (of 
War) and every Tongue, &c. For Writers 
in the midſt of their Endeavours have 
' wanted Succeſs. Then ſays the Propher, 
ſhall not Proſper, &c. This is manifeſtly ve- 
rified in the Example of Nebuchadnezzar, 
who ſeduc'd all the Fews to worſhip Idols, 
except Daniel, Hananiah, Miſhael, and Aza- 
riah, who did not renounce their Religi- 
on. Bur what. was the Conſequence ? 
God inflicted condign Puniſhment upon 
the King, and Truth was reſtor d again. 
The Grecians alſo were no leſs cruel: and 


ſevere to the Jew; : For they compellC” 
| 3-5 che 
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them to prophane. the Sabbath, and omit 
Circumciſion , but: what was worſe , to 


write upon their Garments , We have no 


Foities. is the Lord God of Iſrael. . And 
theſe words they were forc'd toburn in- 
to the Horns of their Qxen, if they would 
make uſe of them. After this manner the 
Fews were perſecuted for 52yecars; at 
laſt God reveng'd himſelf upon Antiochar, 
and all the Grecians, by the Subverſion of 


the Empire and the Laws, whik the - 


Jews preſerv'd theirs. In remembrance of 
ſo rigorous a Perſecution , the old Men, 
whenſoever they relate, the Edicts of the 
Graciqns againſt theFews, always conclude 
wich this Speech, And :t Peace be upon 
Iſrael, And here I may ſpeak of Ema- 


zuel, Ring of Portugal, What Advantage: 


was it to him, to compel the Jews by 
Cruelty to become Chriſtians ? He was fo 
far from advancing his Intereſt by it, that 


It was a vaſt Prejudice to his Kingdom; 


For the Nation was almoſt depopulated, 
the Fews retiring into ſuch Countries, 


_ where they might be more Civilly treated, 


and where they might more freely exer- 
ciſe their Religion. Beſides, he died with- 


in a few years after; and after all, he did - 


not obtain ſo much Hanour by -it as he 
expected, Oſ/orius, the Kings Hiſtoriogra- 
pher /:b.1. ſeems to rebuke him very ſharp- 
ly, and freely for that thing, when be faye 

| ; This 


* 
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This was. done neither out of Law. or Reli- 
gion. What then ? Do you endeavour to 
oblige a Contumacions People 10 believe thoſe 
things, which they Ts much deſpiſe and ab- 
| bor ? Do you pretend to abridge the Freedom 
of Man's Will, and check unruly Minds ? 
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But that is impoſſible, neither does Chriſt, the 


moſt Holy God, approve of it. He deſires 4 
voluntary, not a compulſive, Sacrifice from 
us, neither would he bave our Conſciences 
impos'd wpon, but that our Wills ſhould be in- 
wited, and courted to the Praffice of true Re- 
ligion ; and in another place, he calls this 
Action wicked and unjuſt. See how the 
Prophets Prediction is fulfall'd in him, ſhall 
20t Proſper, viz. while he endeavours to 
compel the Fews to renounce their Reli- 
gion. Hither may we refer what is men- 
tion'd in Solomon's Song, Chap. 6. 13. Re- 
zurn, Return, O Shulamite : Return, Return, 
that we may look upon thee, What will ye 
| ſee in the Shulamite ? As (it were the Com- 
pany of two Armies. . It is four times faid 
Return, in reſpedt of the four Monarchies, 
under which the 1/rael:ites liv'd : For the 
Fews are this perfect Shulamite. For 
as much as the Gentiles endeavaur'd to 
divert us from the Worſhip of the true 
God, by the Promiſes of honourable and 
noble Rewards ; yet the Shulamite coura» 
geouſly anſwers, T hat he does not yalue all 
the Honours they propoſg: For they arg 

F 4 much 


» 


much inferior to thoſe Honours, which 
were exhibited on Mount Sia5,-to which 
the Hofts of I/ree/, and the Angelick 
Choire approach'd, as David expreſies 
bimſelf, P/al. 68. 175. This. is very re. 
markable, that the Laws. of Plato, Lycur- 
gus, and other ſuch fwiſe Men are quite 
decay'd, while Moſes's Statures continue 


ro this very time, and whoſe Rires- and' 


Ceremonies are obſerv'dþy ſeveral People. 


6. Many things likewiſe have come to 
paſs which where. foretold by Ezekzel long 
before, as that in Chap. 22. 15. And I will 
ſeatter thee aming the Heathen, ana diſperſe 
thee in the Countries, and will conſume thy 


Filthineſs rut of thee, This muſt be un- 


derſtood of the Fewihh Captivity under 
the Romans, not Nebuchadnezzar : For then 
the Fews were not diſpers'd into all parts 
of the World, neither were they free from 
Pollution, by Reaſon of their Marriages 
with Strangers, and the Profanatiun of 


the Sabbath and other Sins : Wherefore. 


they were once more lead into Caprivity 
by the Romans, and then ſcatter'd all over 
the World, after that the Romans had fab- 
- dued other Nations, and reconcil'd them 

by the Mildneſs of their Government : O- 
' therwiſe it would have been no eaſie mat- 
ter to vanquiſh the Fes by force. Aﬀter 


curn'd 
4a 
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the Remans tad Congquer'd them, and | 
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Tarn'd *em out of Doors, they ſettPd them- 
ſelves in Spazn, Iraly, Africk, England, and 
other Countreys; ſo thatit might bejuſtly 
ſaid of them, (as it was of the Trojans ) 
that they ſhould efteem it an Honour to 
i be baniſh d out of rheir own Countrey, 
For before their Dominion was confin'd, but 
new they were Lords of all the World. In 
che fame manner the Fews after their 
Baniſhment, ( like Plants which are re- 
movd ) were adinitted into the moſt po- 
pulous Cities, and ſeared in the ſecu- 
reſt Parts of em. We know by Experi- 
ence that thoſe Cities have flouriſh d moſt, 
where the'Fews have liv'd, upon this Ac- 
count, becauſe they are very much in- 
clin'd ro promote the Trade of Merchan- 
dize. Thus we ſee thac cbe Trade of Lz- 
ben has mightily decay'd ſince the Jews 
were baniſh'd from thence. 
7. So Ezekiel itn Chap. 36. 13. ſeems to 
foretell that Calumny which was faſten'd 
upon ſome of the Fews, that they Sacri= - i 
: ficed Children, and then drank their Blood. © = 
But this ſlander is nor unlike that which = | 
the Gentiles caſt upon the Chriſtians, 8p” 
their eating Infants, and drinking Men's | 
Blood, as is plain in Tertullian's Apology; 
Pineda's Eccl. Hiſt. B. 11. Cc. 32. and Juſtin 
. Martyr, who for this Reaſon wrore an A- 
pology for the Chriſtians to Antoninus,  Eu- 
ſcbirs Biſhop of Cz2ſarea, ( B.5.C.1.) alſo 
relates, 


* 


ur thus it is, Ambitious and envious Men 
are eaſily provek'd to ſlander. Therefore let 
Fobn Langizs ( in the 71ſt Epiſt. of his firſt 
' B. ) ſay what he pleaſes. But I ſolemnly 


proteſt before the God of 1/rael, the Ma- . 
ker of Heaven and Earth, in whoſe Pre- 
ſence I ſtand, that the Fews are ſo far from 


Sacrificing Children, or eating Men's Fleſh, 
and drinking their Blood, that they have 
no Sacrifices at all, and utterly abhor the 
vie of any Blood. Though indeed the 
Law of God does not prohibit abſtinence 
from all kind of Blood, but only that of 
Beafts and Birds ; yet in obedience to the 
.Dofrine of the Rabbins, they even abſtain 


from that of Fiſh. Nay, if they perceive - 


the leaft Particle of Blood in an Egg, they 
throw it away. And if while they are 
eating diſcern the leaft Drop of Blood on 


their Meat, or Bread, ( which may pro- 


ceed from the Tenderneſs of their Gums ) 
they will not touch it any more, till it 1s 
cleans'd, or rather, they fling it away. 
How is it probable chen, that chey would 
drink the Blood of Men, when they can'c 
endure any Blood in their Vittuals? 

8. Thar prediftion was verified which 
is ſpoken of in Hoſea, C. 3. 4. For the Chil- 


dren of Iſrael ſhall abide many days without a 


King, and without @ Prince, and without a 
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. relates, that ſome People in France us'd to. 
aſperſe the Chriſtians for eating Man's fleſh. 
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Sacrifice, 8c, And this ſeems to be their 
condition at preſent ; and becauſe this was 
to concinue meny days, therefore Zion ſays, 
The Lord hath forſaken me, and my Lord bath 
forgotten me, Ia, 49. 14. Thus David alfo 
ſadly complains of this thing to God, Pſa, 
Bg. 20. to: the-End. 

9. The Prophet Amos foretells the miſe» 
rable Captivity of the Fews under Titar, 
Chap. 1.9. This prediction is meant of 
thoſe, who eſcaping the Hands of Titar, 
and flying by Paleſtine, and the Borders of 
Tyrus, were apprehended by the Thyriens, 


and ſent back to Edoms, i. e. to Titws and I 


his Army : They forgetting the Cove- 
nant which their Fathers had made with 
the [/rae/izes, whom they call'd Brethren, 
| 2s is expreſsd in 1 Kings 9. 13. What Ci- 
fies are theſe which thou haſt give me, my 
Brother 5 | PBs 

10. Fonas ſaid, Ch. 3.4. Tet forty days 
aud Nineveh ſhall he Ea. 4 This _ 
| phecy alſo had its Event ; for it was con- 
ditional, viz. unleſs it would repent. Now 
their Repentance was the Cauſe of God's 
altering his Sentence, and averting that 
Deſtruftion which he chreatned. 

11, Haggai the Prophet ſays, Ch, 2.9. 
The Glory of this latter Houſe ſhall be greater 
than of the former, ſaith the Lord of Hoſt s, 
and in this place will I give Peace. Soma 
underſtand, by the latter Houſe, a = 

CIN- 


"Temple, which the Fews expett. For 


-—they think if the- Prophet had meant E/- 


dras's Temple, he would have faid the Se. 
cond, not the Latter ; becauſe by ſaying 
the Latter, he implies a Middle one : An- 
other reaſon of their Opinion is, becauſe 
it is ſaid, In rhs place will I give peace: 
Now, ſay they, under the Second there 
were a great many Wars. Others under- 
ſtand” ic of the {ſecond Temple, among 
whom are R. David Kimchi, and moſt of 
the Antien:s.*- For this 'ſeem'd to excell 
the former ; Firſt, in reſpeX of Duration, 
becauſe that laſted but 410, and this 420 
Years. 2ly, in reſpect of the great Eſteem 
ic was in among Foreign Princes. Laſtly, 
upon the Account of the great Preſents 
that they made to it. For Darius and 
Artaxerxes generouſly beſtow'd fereral 


Gifts towards building the Te nple, and. 
Divine Sacrifices. Alexander th2 Great ' 
highly reverenc'd the Chief Prieſt, and. 


deſiir'd that. he wou'd offer Sacrifices to God 
for him. No body can be ignorant of Pro- 
lemy Phiiadelphis's Bounty towards it, An- 
tioch:s King of Greece, (by a publick Edit) 
| forbad all Strangers to enter the Temple, 
and” prophane that Place, which che Zews 
had confecrated for the Service of their 
Religion ; the fame was done by Demetri- 
ws. To this we may refer, what was urg'd 
( among many other things) by a Jew 
Prie 


, 
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Prieſt in defence of his Cauſe, at the time 
when the Fews and the Samaritans diſpu- 
ted, before Alexander the Grear, about the 
Honour and Dignity of the Temple; ſays 
he, This Temple has been much reverenc'd 
by all the Kings of 4/a, who have be- 
ſtow'd upon it many noble Donatives. We, - 
read. in F, Foſephas contr. Appion, that 
Ptolemy Evergetes, after his Conqueſt of 
Syria, offer'd Sacrifices at Feraſalem after 
the Fewiſh manner to the true God, and 
not to Idols. Poxpey the Great did- not 
dare to touch, much leſs to rifle, the Trea- 
ſury of the Temple. It was a Miſtake.of 
Cicero's (in his Orar pro Plan.) and Sr. Au- 
guftin's too, to fay that he did not do ir, 
becauſe he would not be thought roo am- 
bitious. I am ſure this Reafon is too ab- 
ſurd; for he might have done ir, if he plea- 
ſed, by the Law of Arms. Bur the true 


Cauſe of his forbearance, was the mighty - 


 Eveneration which he had entertain'd for 


the Temple Philo the Few, out of a Let- 
ter of Agrirpa's to the Emperour Catas, 
reports theſe things. Ceſar Aug. ( out of 
reſpet to the Temple ) commanded that a 
Sacrifice ſhould be offer'd every day out of 
his own Revenue. And Talia Auguſta, 
his Conſort, beſtow*d ſeveral magnificent 
Gjfrs upon it. It was, alſo much oblig'd 
to the Generoſity of Cleopatra, Qureen of 
Egypt. Tiberius every Year of his Reign 


Com 
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commanded, that a Sacrifice ſhould be of: 
ferd to God out of his Tribute; and fo 
did Nero. But when Eleazar very impru- BT 
dently refus'd to admit of Nero's Sacrifice, Bm 
the Emperour chatig'd his mind, and grie- IT, 
vouſly perſecuted rhe Fes. 1 fhall- not Nſtg 
make mention of thoſe, who, ſeeing the pi 
Religion of the Fews, were converted to fne 
the Worſhip of che true God. Ir is very flw 
remarkable, that all the time that Herod Bit 
was building the Temple it did not rain, fith 
which was dorie (no doubt) for the grea- 
eter Honour of it. All that I have faid 
here was to ſhew, that the Prophecy of flim 
Haggai is to be underſtood of the Second 
Femple. 


_ SECT. 6. There are other Prophecies 
likewiſe which were exaGly tullfil'd. 

1. Daniel not only foretold the four 
Monarchies which ſhould Rule over Fe- 
reſalem, but he .expreſsd the very Quali- 
ries and Nature of them. For one part fſco 
— of that Image ( that was repreſented 
| to him compounded of four ſeveral Me- 
tals) which was Gold, denoted the King- 
dom of Babylon, and that exceeded all che 
reſt in Power. That parc which was Sil- 
ver ſignified the Kingdom of the Aedes, 
bur this was nat ſo extenſive. Thar which 
was Braſs ſignified the Grecian Empire, 
whoſe Fame (by the Exploits of mg rig 

| : ; Cc 
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: the Great) wasdiffus'd all over the World, 
; Bike that which makes the greateſt ſound. 
That part which was Iron ſer forth che Ro- 
man. And for as much as the Feet and 
Toes were part Clay, and part Iron, that 
ſignified the Roman and Mahometen Em- 
Epires, which would always be ac War, and' 
never *make Peace, like Clay and Iron' 
which cannot be mingl'd together. And 
it ſeems to be intimated in Chop. 2. v.43. 
that theſe two Nations would never agree. 
All theſe things we have ſeen fulfilPd. Buc 
here we muſt cake notice, that the Propher 
immediately mentions the Golden Statug 
| {which Nebuchadnezzar ſet up, on purpoſe 
that his Subjetts ſhould worſhip it. Now 
this was riot without a Reaſon. For the 
King conſidering that the Image which he 
Rad ſeen in his Dream, denoted the four 
Monarchies, and that the firſt was his own 
- Ewhich he now enjoy d, refolv 'd to fruftracte 
. the Deſign of Heaven ; upon which Ac- 
count he orderd a Golden Statue to be 
made, and commanded his -Subjets' ro 
worſhip it, thinking by this means he 
ſhould engage the Hearts of the commorr- 
People, aad not only eternize his ow 
Name, bur eſtabliſh his Kingdom for ever.-- 
Bur, alas! God's deſigns are not fo eaſily 
diſappointed by humane Comrirances. 
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2. Da- 


Dream of. the Tree after this manner, C. 4. 


V. 25. They ſhall drive thee from Men, and. 


thy dwellin Þ] be with the Beaſts of the 
Feld Gcc. e { ſo it came to paſs od nor 
long after, the King falling into a greac fit 
of Melancholy, lefc his Palace, and ſhnn'd 
the Sighc and Converſation of Men, and 
-livd ſeven Years in a Wilderneſs, taking 


no care art all of himſelf: So chat his Hair: 


was grown like Eagle's Feathers, and his 
Nails like Bird's Claws. This is the true 


meaning of the Prophecy, not that he was fl 


really 'turn'd into a Beaſt as ſome imagine, 
like the Fables of Ovid, and other Poets. 
For if that had been, he would not hare 


thought of God, of Repentance, and A+ 


mendment of Life, and earneſtly implor'd 
the Mercy of God, which he afierwards 
obtain'd; this is the A of a rational mind, 
Which he would not have had, if he had 
been a Beaſt. Becauſe a rational and ir- 
rational mind cannot be in one and the 
ſame SubjeC, at the ſame time. 

3. While Be/ſhazzar was feaſting with 
his Lords, an Angel's hand was ſeen wri- 
ring upon the Wall; this the wife Men 
could neither read nor underſtand, becauſe 
they read it the wropg way. 
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2. Danie| interprets NevuchadnezZer's: 


Ut 
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But wheti Danie! came he read it right; by 
interpreting ir.faid co the King,Ged bath num-' 
bred thy Kingdom, and finiſhd it: Thou art 
weigh d in the Balances and art found wanting. 
Thy King dom is divided and given tothe Medes 
and Perſians, Daz.5- And cheſe chings truly 


came upon him, for abufi ing the Veſkls of 
the Temple. For 'the Eunuchs believing 
the Prophecy, cut off his Head the'next 


Night, and carried it ro the Perſians, (who 


had been vanquiſh'd the.day before) and 
advis'dthem to ſeize upon theGovernmenr. 


' The P#ſan; diſcerning God's Providence, 
and' the Vertue of Daniel, were 'very fa- 


yourable to the Fews upon this Account. 
4. After a conſideration of the four Mo- 
marchiee from the Viſion: of the Liow# rhe 


- Bear, the Leopard, and the terrible Beaft; 
Chap. 95. he ſays, the ſecond Beaſt (which 
fignified the T_ Empire ) had 7hree 
Ribs. 
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Ribs in the Mouth of it, in as much as the 
Perſian, Median, and Babylonian united in- 
ta. one. Now becauſe Eyras was ſuckl'd 
by a Bitch, therefore he ſays, his Subjetts 
would fay by reaſon of his Cruelty, Ariſe, 
eat much Fleſh. The third” Beaſt { which 
repreſented the third Monarchy ) he fays 
had four Heads, -which denoted the four 
Generals that ſucceeded Alexander the 


Great. The fourth and fierceſt Beaft (ſet- 


ting forth the Romans ) he ſays, had ten 
Hogns,; becauſe from - Zulias Ceſar to, 7: 
Veſpaſren, ( who deſtroy d Feru/alem) there 
were..ten Emperours... Some there are 
who. by..the lictle Horn, which was in that 
Beaſt, underſtznd the Pope of Rome. Thus 
Lkewiſe was this Propbegy fulfil'd. 

5. After. this, Dezzel prophefies nomore 
in, the Chaidee Tongue bur in the Hebrew, 
becauſe: both the Babylonian Empire, .and 
the 50 Years Captivity of the Few: were 
expird.... 1n:this Language he relates the 
Viſion of the Ram, c. 8 having two Horns, 


which repreſent the Pur ficn Empire, un- 


der Darjus, and the Median under Cyrac. 
- This Rany ( which came out of the Eaſt ) 
be*fays, wag'd War with the other chree 
pare of the World; 'and ſo it came to paſs. 
For-out of the Weſt it was oppos'd by an 
He Geet, - which was Alexander the Great ; 
wha way: juſtly claim that Sir-name, ifwe 
| Com- 
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compare him with Darius, whom he con- 
quer'd. The Prophet intimates the Power 
of Alexander by the wtable Horn that the 
Goat had between his Eyes. - And he [wrote - 
tbe Ram, in as much as when he was borh 
in the flower of his Life and his Kingdom, 
he loft chem both. - hen be was ftrong' the 
great Horn was broken: For Alexander the . 
Great ( as Pluterch informs us } being at 
Babylos, and having given Audience to ſe: 
veral Ambaſſadours, was there poiſon'd by 
Amntipeter's Sons. The Prophet adds, that 
four notable Herns came up in the room of that © 
which war broken, by which he means the 
four Generals, who ſucceeded Alexander. - 
Again, he ſays, that out of one of theſe cam 
forth a little Horn, which repreſents [Am$ioz 
chies Epiphanes, who took Fern/alem and 
ſlew the Prieſts, and the Holy ' Men, and 
took away their daily Sacrifice, which is 
noted in theſe words; It caſt down ſome of * 
: the Hoſt of Heaven. 

6. Jn the next place follows DaniePs Pro- 


' phecy of the 70 Weeks, of which there 


are various Explications; for Authors 
wonderfully differ in reckoning their Num- 
ber. See Dan. 9. 24. to the End, where 
the Prophecy is ſer-down. In order to 
ſome Explication of it, 4 muſt needs fay, 
that by comparing-this Prophecy with the 
precedent ones, Daniel ſeems to be much 
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troubÞ'd about the four Monarchies, and 
thoſe Calamities which were to fall upon 
the Fews, and beſides, becauſe he receiv'd 
this Command, «c. 8. wv. 26. Shut thou. « 
the Vifon, for it ſhall be for many days. The. 
next words denote his Concern, v.-27. 1 
fainted and was fick many days. He tells us 
likewiſe, He was eſtoniſh'd at the Viſion, and 
that none underſtood it. On one ſide he was 
conſidering the Expiration of the 9o Years, 
when the Fews would be releas'd from 
their Captivicy ; on the other ſide he was 
thinking of che'diſmal Oppreſſions of the 
Fews under the four: Monarchies; and 
then he was afraid, that the Captivity 
would laſt longer by reaſon of the Wicked- 
neſs of -the People. Then it follows, c. 9. 
I Daniel * underſtood by Books the number of 
the years, hereof the word of the Lord came 
#0 Jeremiah the Prophet, that be would ac- 
compliſn 70 Years m tbe Deſolation of Jeruſa- 
lem. Immediately after this he pray'd, > 4. 
Ant I pray'd unto the L»vd my God, becauſe + 
God is fometimes mov 'd by Prayer to re- 
voke his Decrees. Afſoon as he had done. 
praying, an Angel ſtood by him, and faid, 
1 am now come forth to give thee skill and uss 
derftanding, v. 22. Then he ſpeedily adds,. | 
V. 24. 70 Weeks are 4tetermin'd, &c. Here 
| he is infarm'd of the preſent Liberty; and 
the future miſerable Captivity of the Peo- - 
| ple, 


ple, by which they ſhould be cleans'd from . 
all their Iniquity ; for the Babylonian Cap- 
tivity continu'd but qo Years, which was 
inflicted for their Evil ways in nor obſer- 
ving- the 7th Year, and not giving reft co 
the Land. But the 50 Weeks of- Danzel 
make up 440 Years. Therefore when he 
ſaith,they are determin'd upon thy People to finiſh - 
the Tranſpreſſion, and to make an end of fins, 
be means, thar afrer the End of 449 
Yezrs, the Captivity of the People ſhall 
- enſue, by whici they ſhal] be purgd from 
Idolatry, Murder and Adultery, which 
are the three greateſt Sins. © After this ſhall” 
ſucceed Erernal Righteouſneſs, z. e. there 
 ſhallbe no more ſin, as I/aiab ſays, c.60.21. 
Thy People ſhall bexall Righteous, And this 
all che Proptiets confirm. Daniel moreover 
adds, to ſeal up the Viſion and Prophecy; as 
f he would fay, that all the Prophecies 
ſhould be fulfilled, or elſe he means that - 
there would be more Prophecies. For 
God fays in Foel, c. 2. 28. I will-pour out 
my Spirit upon all Fleſh,and your Sons and your 
. Daughters ſhall propheſle. Daniel -alfo ſays, 
to anomnt the moſt Hely, i. e. the Holy of 

- Holies; for under the ſecond Temple it 
.was not anointed; becauſe ic was not to' 
continue for ever. And after the End of 
theſe things, Daniel fays, Prophecy and Sa- 
ersfices, which we have mot nc w ſhall be Fee 
for d, G 3 The 
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- The Holy Scripture divides cheſe 0 
Weeks into three Parts. Thefirſt contains 


2 Weeks, which "make up 49 Yesrs: For * 
from” rhe Deſtructian of the firit Temple, 


To the building of the Second, ( which was 
done by Cyras's leave) were 49 Years. 
Naw by the anointed Prince, which he ſpeaks 
. of here, he either means the High-Prieft, 
who ugd to be anoinred with Holy Oil, 
and is; therefore calld AMefias ; or elſe 
Zerubbabel Governour of Judah, and a 
Prince of the Family of David; or elſe of 
Cyrus himſeif, for T/aiahb thus faith of him, 
Cc. 45:1. Tous ſauh the Lord to bis anginied, 
to Cyrus 

The nexe Diviiion is into threeſcore and 
two Weeks, when the Jpreet ſhall be built 
again, v..25 ie. from rhe firſt Building of 
the ſecond Temple to the beginning of its 
overthrow. ( which was when Veſpaſian 
came into Judea) ſhall be 434 Years: For 
the 13 Years of Cjr: (under whom they 
began-ta' build it-) the fix of Artaxerxes, 
and the-two Years Reign of Darms { in 
whoſe laſt Year it was finiſhd ) make up 
21 Years. Then the Babylonian Captivity 
took up Jo Years mote. Now if we com- 
Pate the 414, which were between the ſe- 
cond Year of Dariss, and the coming of 
Ve{paſian into Judea, the whole Number of 
434 Years are made up, which are the 69 
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Weeks 
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Weeks of Daniel, ' As for the/expreſſion 
in i troublous' Times, the meaning' was ex- 
plain'd by the Event.” For whenrthe Fews 
went to rebuild the Tetnple, and laid their 
Arms dewn by chetn; they were {o tefri- 
fied, that the Enemy oblig'd them to de- 
ſſt.: And they were very ſenſible'of the 
Fury: of their Enemies, when the Greciars 
and Romans aſſaulted - them. . Danze, fur- 
ther ſays, That after ſixty and two Weeks 
ſbalÞ-Meſſiah be cut off, but not for bimſelf, 
which is meant of Aprippa the laſt King of 
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the Fews. For he was flain at Rowe by © 


Veſpaſian, as his Son Mumbas was three 
Years and a half before the Deftruttion of 
- the Temple, as Fe/ephus teſtifies; the. Ex- 
preſſion, not for bimſelf, ſignifies the End 
of the Kingdom, for after him the: Fews 
had no other. Then ir follows, the Pec- 
ple of the Prince that ſhall come, ſhall deft ro 

the City and the Sanifuary, Experience al 
ſhew'd\ this: For - both the City | and: the 
Temple were deftroy'd by T#s ; but the 
Cauſe of the Deftruction of rhe Temple 
was aſcribd to the Soldiers, becauſe the 
Emperour all atongſhew'd aDefire to fave - 
it. Newt is added, The end thereof ſhall be 
with a Floed, and unto the End of the War © 
Deſolations are determin'd, For from the 
beginning to the End of the War ( eſpeci- 
ally while the Scige laſted ) the Fews ſuf- 
G 4 fer'd 


- 


ſer'd on all-ides, both without and- with- 


in. . For not: only the Beſiegers, but the. 


Beſieged deftroy'd the;Cicy, vill ar length 
it was quite: burnt down. 

- The laſt diſtinction, of the Weaks is im- 
ply'd in theſe words, Ard be ſball confirms 
tbe Covenant with many for one Week, For 
Titus very often made overtures of Peace 
ro the Fews ( in thoſe 5 Years that the 
Warcontinu'd) upon condition they would 
obey, and become Tributaries to the Ro- 
mans, as Foſephus relates: And in the midſt 
of the Week be ſhell cauſe the Sacrifice, and the 
. Oblation to ceaſe. T his likewiſe fo fell our, 

for by reaſon of the conſtant and terrible 

War- the Prieſts omitted to offer Sacrifice 

for three Years and a half rogecher. And 
for the. puerſpreading of Abominations be ſhall 

make it deſolate. Thus, that place which 
before was conſecrated ta the Service of 

Ged, ſhall become a Receptacle of Fiithi- 

neſs and Idolatry. Here this Revelation 

concludes, by which God informs Damel, 
that the Captivity of Babylon was Duw.o- 
ver, but notwithſtanding that, the -Fews 
were to undergo a ſeverer Slavery, and to 
endure all the diſmal Calamitiesand preſ- 
fing Evils, which were foretold ſhould fall 
ypan chem under the fourth Monarchy. 
The Few: of this Age interpret this 
Prophecy ſeveral ways, but when we » 
& | flet 


. 
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filet upon the obſcurity of it, we need not + 
wonder at their various Opinions. There 
were ſome who imagin'd , that after the 
Concluſion of the ſeventy Weeks, the eſſias 
would affpear, and deliver to them- the 
Dominion of the whole World. This was 
the Opinion. of thoſe who g'd againſt 
the Romans at that time. And though 
they were exposd to many great Dangers 
and Hardſhips, yet their ExpeCtation of 
the Meſſias continued, becauſe they fan- 


ſied, that he would come in the midſt of + 


all their Afﬀiftions. Wherefore thoſe 
words, To finiſh the Tranſgreſſior, they ſa 
expound, as if after the end of rhe ſeven- 
ty Weeks, their Sins ſhould be forgiven 
them. Others that diſſent from theſe, un. 
derſtand the Prophecy of the Deſtruftion 
of the Fews ; and for that Reaſon would 
not fight at all. Burt when 7i#as was Suc- 
ceſsful, they acknowledged him for their 
Sovereign. And theſe therather ſeem to ac. 
commodate rhe Prophecy to YVe/pafian, be. 
cauſe of the unhappy Fortune of their 
Countrey. - F. Toſephus 1s of rhis Opinion , 
in the Wars of the Fes, B.7.c.12. His 
words are theſe: That which chiefly ex» 
ceurag d them to go to War, was an obſcure 
Prophecy (recorded in the Scripture) that one 
of their Neighbouring Princes, ſhould be Ma- 
fter of all the Werld about that time. Som 


- 
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enderftood it of themſelves, and many wiſe 
Hen were deceiy'd by this Interpretation : 
For i truth, the Py clearly meant the 
Empire of Veſpaſan, who was created Em 
peror in Fudea. But there are ſanWALeri that 
cant avoid their fate, though they foreſee it. 
So ſome interpreted the Signs one way, and 
fame another, till their Folly was confuted by 
their ows, and their Countries rain, To this 
belongs the Obſervation of Tacitus, B. 5. 
of his Hiſtory. A great many were per- tc 
faded, that the Prieſts in their Writmgs fore- | i 
told, that about thu time , the Eaſt ſhould tO 
grow powerful, and that the Jews ſhould he fl 
Lards of the World : Now theſe objcure pla- [Þ! 
bs * ces only meant FB. Veſpaſian, and Tirus. But Cit 
the common People, { as Men uſually wiſh) in- JÞUu 
terpreted this mighty Succeſs to themſelves; in It 
Caſe it ſhould ſo fall out im the midff of JW 
their Calamities. Snctonizs alſo takes no- IPr 
tice of this Prophecy,” in the Life of Ve- 84: 
{paſian c. 4 It was (lays he) firmly believ'd tat 
all. over the Eaft, that, at this time, the Jews 

4 enjoy an univerſal Dominion. This 
(chouph foretold of tbe Roman Emperors, and 
was werified in the Event) the Jews wnder- 
food of themfel vss, and fo rebelld*; and 
baving flain the Governouur , they alſo routed 
, the Forces that the Deputy of Syria, was gc 
bringing for bis Aſſiftance. Servins likewiſe Ye: 
(in his Commentaries upon Virgil's _ | 
B. 4 


of the Term' of Life. 9t 

B. 4.) tells us, That' Sueronzs (in his Life 
of Ce/ar ) ſays, Thet the Oracles gll over the 
World declar'd, that the invincible Empe- 
rour was barn. ; | 
Now maſt of the wiſe and prudent Men, 
being of this Opinion, Foſephxs (who was 
' Ya diicreer Man, and underſtood the Scri- 
ptures very. well) cthoughe that after Fo- | 
 Yrapara was taken, the Power of the Fews © . 
was Quite extinct. Therefore he acquain- | 
ted Yeſpoſizn (as if it had been reveal'd ro 

. him from Heaven) that the Prophets fore- 
' told he ſhould be an Emperour. Not 
, {char | believe Foſephrs had the Spirit'of 
- Prophecy, for that no one had (as the'an- 
+ cients affirm) under the ſecond Temple, 
bur he ſaid this, to ingratiate himſelf with 
Veſpaſian. For when Fotapats was taken 
within forty. ſeven'days, according to his 
Prediction, and when by a wonderful Sa- 
#2City he foreſaw that the Romans would 
take Feruſalem, he ſo managd his Dif- 
courſe and his Aﬀeirs, that he was fure his 
Prophecy would be Credited. Several of 
the Few: believ'd that Feruſalem could not 
be raken, but by one that was to be an 
univerſal Monarch. Hence we read in 
he Talmud, that R. Fobenan Ben Zachai 
naking his Eſcape out of the City (for 
2ar of the Seditions chat were within) was 
apprehended, and being brought before 
, ; Veſpa- 
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Feſpafian, he faluted him Emperour ; but 
when the Emperour denied that he was 
the Perſon, he told him, That he was, and 
that he was appointed ſo by a Divine Pro- 
phecy. For T/aiab ſays, Chap. 10. 34. 
And Lebanon ſhall fall by a mighty one, i. e, 
by one that Rules over all che World. 
Thus we fee the Completion of this Pro- 
phecy. 

7. Now while Danic! was much frou- 
bled about the Affilitions that would fall 
upon the Fews under the four Monarchies, 
God was pleas'd to raiſe his ſinking Spl- 
rits, by the Prophecy of a particular hap- 
py Condition that they were to enjoy, 
Dan. 11. 2 Behold there ſhall ſtand up yet 
three Kings in Perſia, and the fourth ſhall be 
far richer than they all. i. e. There ſhall be 
. but three Kings of Perſia after Cyrzs. Some 
Men pretend to prove out of Hiſtory, that 
there were fourteen Kings of. Perſia, others 
that there were bur ſeven. Bur their mi- 
ſtake proceeds from this, becauſe they 
make Cyras to be the firſt, whenhe was the 
Eleventh; ro whom ſucceeded Cambyſes, 
Artaxerxes and Darius, and theſe are the 
three which the Prophet means. Now 
Darizs deſcending from the Fews by his 


Mother's ſide, he gave them leave to build], 


the Temple, and commanded Ezra to 
reach the Pzopie our of the Law of Af- 


ſes; 
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fes ; and Nehemiah was to take Care of 
the building of the Walls. But Darizs af- 
feting the Empire: of Greece, was unfor- - 
tunately ſlain by Alexander the Great. 
Furthermore, Danze! ſays, v. 2. A mighty 
King ſhall t and up, (i. e. Alexander)and ſhall 
be divided tcwards the four winds of | Hea« 
ven, V. 3. 4. e. in reſpedt of thoſe who ſuc- 
ceeded him. The Prophet alſo foretels ſe- 
veral other things, as concerning Seleuczs, 
the King of the Ajfyrians and Babylonians, 
and Prolemy Lagus. This is enough con- 
cerning the Completion of ſome Prophe- 
cies, whoſe Events certainly depended 
upon Man's Free-will ; from hence we 
conclude, That God not only foreknows 
thoſe things, which he derermin'd co do 
after ſome extraordinary manner, bur like- 
wiſe furure Contingencies. 

Hither we may refer what Foſepbas 
ſays, B. 10. c ult. Daniel wrote after the 
ſame manner , concerning the Roman Em- 
fire, . and the Deſtru&ion of Jeruſalem. All 
theſe things that were reveal'd to bim 
God, he wrcte down, and left to Pofterity ;; 
that when they [aw what be foretold, was 
puntFually fulfill d, they might wonder thac 
God ſhould have fo ſignal a Regard for 


» him; and that the Errour of the Epicu- 


rTeans might be confured, who will not 
aliow of Providence, and deny that God 
gaverns 
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. Thoves by a natural Impetzis ; now if this 
wanted a DireQtor (as they ſay) even as 
we ſee Ships caſt away for lack of a Pi- 
lor, and Chariots overturn'd and broken 
that have none to guide them, ſo would 
this alſo be deſtroy'd by its own Immo- 
derate Motion. 
| For this Reaſon, when I reflect upon 
the Prophecies of Daniel, 1 can't forvear 
condemning- the Ignorance of thoſe Per- 
ſons, who deny God's Providence over 
bumane Afﬀairs; for how could his Pro- 
phecies be fulfill'd, if all things were care- 
lefly, and indifferently manag'd ? This is 
my Opinion, and if any Man be of ano- 
' ther, let him enjoy it. 

I have bur briefly mention'd theſe things, 
but if any one deſires to ſee all the Con- 
rroverſies of the Jews, about the Explica- 
tion of Daniel's Prophecies; he may read 
Abravanel's Treatiſe, which the Learned 
Baxtorf has tranſlated into Latine. But 


---this muſt be acknowledg'd, that all Pro- 


phecies are obſcure, and the meaning of 
them can't be underſtood, till the Com- 
pletion of them. Ir is God's Pleaſure that 
chey ſhould. be fo, that there may be room 
for Free will in all our AQijons. For if 
Men knew that any thing would neceſſa- 
tily, and inevitably fall our, according to 
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governs the World, but only aflert that it 
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t | Gor"'s decree, they would deſpair of good, 
$ | anc. oe careleſs about that which was Evil ;- 


$ | but thar- they might never be dejected, 


ſuch ſore of Phraſes. 


God ispleas'd fecretly to At with Men in 
bis Prophecies. 


SECT. 7. Some there are, who deny. 


God's Preſcience,upon theAccount of theſe, 
and the like Expreſſions, that we meet with 
in the Scripture. Now 1 know that thou 
feareſt God, Gen.22.12. And the Lord came 
down to ſee the City, 11. 5. and in another 
place, 1 will go down and ſee, 18. 21. from 
theſe Paſſages they Fanſie it may be prov'd, 


That God does not foreknow future Con»: 


tingencies. Burt if the Reader pleaſes to 
look into my Reconciler upon Geneſis, he 
may meet with Satisfaftion concerning 
This I muſt repear 
in ſhort, that wiſe Men uſually expreſs 
themſelves after this manner, when out of 
two Evils they would chnſe the leaſt; and 
this is the Caſe here. For, when God 
knows all things before: hand, that which 
he foreknows, he muſt either publickly and 
particularly diſcover ie, or propoſe it. un- 
der ambiguous Phraſes. If che firſt, then 
Men, knowing the Decrees of God, would 
be very careleſs about their Life. If the 


latter , then Expreſſions, leſs becoming 
God, 
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God, muſt be usd ; now which metod 
does he prefer 2 Why, he chufes rater 
to ſpeak, as if he was ignorant of what 
will come to paſs, becauſe he would con- 
deſcend to our Capacities, and uſe a lets 
accurate form of Speech, that he mighc 
not abridge the Freedom of our Actions. 
Afﬀeer the ſame manner the Scripture a- 
ſcribes to: God, Eyes, Hands, &c. not 
becauſe he has ſuch Members ( for he.is 
incorporeal) but only to denote his Pro- 
vidence and his Power. Maimonides and 
others fay, that the Law ſpeaks after the 
manner of Men, that it may be the better 
underftood. Another fort of Men obje, 
that if God knows all future Contingen- 
cies, and takes care of the Worid; why 
then do good Men ſutfer and wicked Men 
Proſper ? This was anſwer'd before out 
of the Prophets. The Plalmiſt alfo cakes 
notice of this, P/al. 73. 11, 12, 13, &c. 
and Malachy, Chap. 3. 14. | 

Burt David expreſies himſelf thus, Pfal. 
94. 6, 7, 3B, 9, Io. They ſlay the Widow and 
the Stranger, and Murder the Fatherlejs, Yet 
they ſay the Lord ſhall not ſee, netther jhall 
the God of Facob regard it, Underſtand, O 
Je brutiſh among the People ; and, ye Fools, 
when will ye be wiſe ? He that planted the 
Ear, ſbali he net bear ? He that formed the 
Eye, ſhall be not ſce ? He that teacheio Man 
knows 
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knowledge, ſhall not be know ? Upon this, 
Maimonides in his Dire@ory tells us, That 
two eminent Phyſicians (who wonder d af 
theſe words) ſaid, If we may argue after this 
manner,it wouid follow then that he who made 
the Mouth may eat ; he that form'd the Lungs 
way ſpeak, &rc. But pray obſerve, (Courte- 


ous Reader) and I will inform you, how 
much they miſt ake the Senſe of this Argument. 


It muſt be pranted, that an Artificer can 


make no Tool, unleſs be knows the uſe of ut : 
As for inſtance; A Needle-maker conld not 
make a Needle in that ſhape, which is fit for 
ſowing, except be knew the uſe that it was 
fo be Put to, ani the ſame may be [aid of o= 
ther Inſtruments, Now ſome of the Philo- 
fopbers imagin'd, that God can't. apprebend 
ſome p—_— things , becauſe they are 
wort the Objets of Senſe. To theſe I an« 
ſwer, that God's Perception of things is 
mot ſenſual , but intelleFual. Therefore 
Tl deduce my Argument againft them thus, 
from the Exiſtence of the Senſes. If God 
was ignorant how Viſion is performd, bow 


could be form the Eye ? Is it probable, that, 


all the various Humours of that Organ, ſhould 
be contriv'd by Chance? In a word, can any 


wiſe Man beligve, that all the Humours ,\ 


Coats, and Optick Nerves, (which are [6 nice- 
ly diſpos d, and perform the Att of Viſion) 


could be ſinuated in that peſtare accidentally ; 
H No, 
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No, they are thus deſien'd by Nature, as 
Phyſicians, and Philsſopbers confeſs, New 
Nature, they alſo acknowledge, is not endu'd 
With an. IntelleFual, and commanding Fatul- 
ty. But this Qrder, this Management, (which 
& like that of an ingenious Work-man) pro- 
ceeds, dhey {ay, from an intelleFual Princi- 
ple, and according te my Opinion, is the re- 
ſalt of an underſtanding Being, which is the 
Awthbor of all the. natural Faculties , that 
Creatures | are qualifed with. New if this 
Entelletusl Being, ts ignorant of this thing, 
and does not perceive itt, bow could Nature 
be derio d from it, that deſigns an Effet 
which ſhe Enows nothing of ? Therefore Navid 
puſtly calls theſe Men Brutes, and Fools, 
Plal. 94 8. Hitherto Waimenides. As for 
what relates to the Adverlity of good 
Men in this Life, I have largely Diſcours'd 
of it in my Reconcaler upon Geneſis. 


SECT. 8. Three things remain, which 
I ſhall diſpacch with Expedition. -1. Iam 
to prove that Man is created with a Free- 
will, and that ic is 1n his Power to make 
Choice of Life or Death. 2. That God's 
Concurrence is neceſſary in humane 


- Actions; for, a Divine Aſſiſtance , beſides 


Man's endeavour, is requir'd in order to 
Salvation. 2. That God wiſely governs 
our A&tiors, and dircQs them to ſuch an 
end, 
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end, that” makes us;capable of Rewards 

Reaſon is. enough to conviace-us, That 
Men are endu'd with Free-will, | Adgimo- 
wides ſays, Why are. there Laws? Why 
Affcmative, and Negative Precepts.? Do 
not cheſe plainly ſhew us, That if Man 
pleaſes he may obtain Salvation by vercu- 
o6us Atons, or utterly ruin himſelf by 
vitious ones? No Body ever threatn'd to 
inflict Puniſhment upon him, who was un- © 
able to obey, or was compell'd to tranſ- 
greſs the Law. Therefore it would, be 
unjuſt for God to puniſh Men for thar, 
which they muſt neceſſarily do. If- there 
is no ſuch thing as Freew1!, the Care of 
preſerving Life would ceaſe,' Admonitions 
would be needleſs, and we muſt deny all 
Guilt. Let him then that is deftin'd to be 
Hang'd, Killd, or Drown'd, diſpatch him- 
ſelf as ſoon as he can. Bur after all, we 
ſee that God does not- always bleſs the 
flochful and careleſs, but the diligent and 
induſtrious. Man's Condition (faysSt,Cy- 
7i1) would be worſe than that of Brutes, 
if cheſe ated by inſtint, and thoſe by 
force. What ſignifie (ſays Cicero) Laws, 
Friends, and good Advice ? There's no 
Man (fays R. Fojeph Albo) who would 
take care of his Life, or regard his Acti- 
ons , if he had not Free-w:!], Burt Expe- 
tt 2 rience 
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rience--evinces the- contrary, for Houſes, 


Towns, Arms, Traffick, Husbandry and 
fuch like are not Signs of Security, -but 
Sollicitude. The Scripture likewiſe atteſts 
this, becauſe in that'we read, that Adam 
at:the beginning w2sendu'd with Free-will, 
and for that *Reaſon excell'd all other 
Creatures ; for- the Sun neceſſarily, and 
always ſhines, the Fire burhs, and Water 
moiſtens; buc Man-can do what he plea- 


P 


fes: * In ;this reſpect alſo Man is ſaid to be. 


made after the Image of God. Neither is 


.-- tt uſual \for God to command the perfor. 


mance of any thing, which is not in Man's 
Power to do or let alone. Therefore it was 
neceſſary that Adam ſhould have a Free. 
wil], when God forbid him to eat of the 


Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil, left 


I ſhould fay God was unjuſt (which is Blaſ- 
phemy to imagine) when he puniſld him, 
if he had it not. 

This is the Opinion of all the Talmudiſts, 
and for this Reaſon they fay, We find from 
rhe Law,the Prophets, and other Holy Writers, 
that a Man can walk in which way he pleaſes, 

It is thus prov d by them, Firſt, out of 
the Law, where God had ſaid to Balaam, 
Numb. 22. 12. Thou ſhalt not go with them, 
Thou ſhalt not Curſe the Pecple ; neverthe- 
leſs. he knowing that he was refolv*d to 
go, permitted him. Then out of the Pro- 
<2 l phets, 
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in the right way, but jf- you will not re- 
gard me, and will go wrong, I will leave 


you to your Free-will, Laſtly, out of the - 


Holy Writers, Prov. 3. 34. Surely he ſcarn- 
eth the Scorners, but be giveth Grace unto th 
lowly. ; 


, - From whence it appears, That; God 
hates impious Men, for their Impiety; bf 


he confers his Grace on the Godly and 


:Religious. Hither alſo we may refer thar 


faying of the Talmudiſs, Shall an idle Per- 
ſon think to leave the Care of his Atfairs 
to God? No; for it is ſaid, Deut, 15. 10. 


For this thing the Lord thy God, ſhall bleſs 


thee in all thy Works, and in all that thou 
Putteſt thine hand unto. For this Reaſon 


they adyiſe us, that we ſhould be careful. 


to avoid Evil, and chooſe Good ; becauſe 
they are both in our Power. 

Hence this is a common Proverb among 
them, hen the Peſtilence rage: in the City, 
make haſt and get out of it, And they be- 
lieve, that this is intimated in the-words of 
Taith, Chap. 26. 29. So it is twice repea- 
ted in the Proverbs, Chap. 22. 3. 27. 12. A 
prudent Man foreſeeth the Ewil, and hideth 


himſelf, but the m"_ paſs on, and. are pu-" * 
R | : 3 


niſh'd 
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phets, Ifaiah 48. 19. I am the Lord thy God,.: 
which teacheth thee to Profit, which leadeth- 


thee by the way that thou ſhouldft go. - Ag if. 
he ſhould ſay, Iwill always Conduct you; 
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»:;6d. Upon this Account 'the Fews are 
exceeding induſtrious 'in the time of a 
Plague, co take Care of themſelves, for 
which they incurr the Cenſures of fome. 
Plato, Ariſtotle, and other Philoſophers, 
(who had only the Light of Nature) were 
of this Opinion. Plato fays, that Free-will 
is the Privilege that 'Men have abore all 
other Creatures. Therefore we fee that 
all Men are very diligent in their Profeſ- 


fions, that they defend themſelves againſt. 


their Enemies, and by all ways flin Evil, 
and follow that which. is Good. We ſee 
alſo, that a Man is blam*d-6r commended 
(and that juſtly) upon the Account of his 
merhod of . Atting, the end that he propo- 
ſes, and the means thiart he uſes. We never 
find fault with a Child, or one that is a- 
ſleep, or a Fool, for doing any Body a miſ- 


_ Chief ; but if we Judge by the Event, they 


deſerveReprehenfion as well as other Peo- 
ple ; from whence it follows,. that all Men 
agree, That no Perſon is to be praisd, or 
reprovd, but he that Atts voluntarily and 
geliberately. So that if a Man has not. 


.—pree will, Advice, Reproof, Reward and 


Puniſhment are vain and ineffeual. 
When therefore it is ſaid in the Scripture, 
Prov. 16. 4. The Lord bath made all things 


_ for himſelf ; ſome interpret it, that all the 


works of the Lord manifeſt bis PerfeFion and 


Power, 
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Power. Maimonides ſays the meaning is, 
Actording to bis IWi!ll,thenis added,yea even 
the wicked for the day of Evil. As muth 
as toſay, God hath created all things for 
his own Glory ; and therefore when he - 
puniſheth wicked Men, he manifefts the 
Glory of his Juſtice. Bur in my Judgment 
the meaning is, God created all things for 
bimſelf, i. e. That they might ſerve him; - 
for the wicked is like a Rod in the hand 
of God, with which he chaſtiſerh the un- 
godly : Such an one was NebuchednezLer, 
by whom he Correfted the rebellious 
and diſobedient Fews. 

Bur leſt any one ſhould be impos'd up- 
on by the ſaying of R. Febuda, That from 


our Formation in the IVomb, our Marriage 


with ſuch a Perſon, # unalterably deter- 


mind, We mult take notice, that 3faimo- 
nides affirms that Matrimony is reckon d 
among the Precepts, and therefore no one 
is compeli'd ro Marry ſuch or ſuch a Per- 
ſon, becauſe God has not preciſely prede- 
ftinated any one to che obſervance of the 
Precepts. Beſides, it is exprefly, com- 
manded in the Law, Deur. 20.7. That a 
Man that bath betroaibd a Wife, and bath 
not taken ber, ſhall not go in the Baite), leſt 
he die, and another take ber, Now if this 
Marriage. was immutably determin'd, how 
could his Wife be married to anorher ? 

H 4 * Further- 
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Furthermore, we muſt underſtand, that 
blnning of are.of Opinion, that at the 

nning.of the World, Souls were made 
by Pares, 5s. « a Male and a Female toge- 
ther; and for this Reaſon they affirm, that 
Matrimony i is either allotted as a Reward, 
or a Puniſhment according to Mens AQ 
ons. Soif a Man is religious and deſer- 
ving, he is joyn'd to that Perſon, who was 
created with him. Bur if nor, (for his 
_ Puniſhment) he is wedded to one that, is 
very difagreeable to his Humour, and 
Proves a Scold, and a Trouble to bim as 
. Jong as ſhe lives. Therefore, they ſay, 
Thar Parents ſometimes ſell all that they 
have, to marry their Children to a diſcreet 
and ſober Perſon. And that whoſoever 
Tather marries for Vertue and Honefty, 
than for Beauty, God blefſes him , and 
ſends him many Children. Now all this 
aQtually depends upon Man's Free-w://. 


SECT. 9. So much for Man's Free-w1/}; 
| T ſhall now treat of God's Concurrence 
with humane AQians. All the Fews a- 
gree In this, that God concurs with ver- 
rucus Actions, both by aſliſting them, and 
promoting them ; for his Aid is neceſflary 
to their Perfetion. Hence our Kabbins 
fay, Thar as ſoon as ever a Man ſets abourc 


—a I Attion he has God's aſſiſtance. 


Hence 
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Hence comes that S:ying of their's, when 
they ſpeak about the Conteft. which is bg: 
tween the rational and fenſual Apperite, 
without God*s ſuccour,, it js impeſſible to ſubs 
aue the ſenſual Appetite. To this agrees 
what Hoſea ſaith, Chap. 13.9. O {[rael 
thou baſt deſtroy'd thy ſelf, but in me 1s thine 
help. There the Prophet ſhews that wick- 
edneſs ſprings from a Man's ſelf, but that 
every good Action is from God, as the 
aſlilting Cauſe ; upon this Account the 
Plalmiſt -addreſies himſelf thus to God, 
Pſa). 79. 9. Help us O God of our Salwation, 
and Feremiab, Lament. 5.21. Turn thou 
us unto thee, O Lord, and we [hall be turned, 
So Solomon, Prov, 20, 24, upon which a 
Learned Rabbi ſays, though Man bas un- 
derſtanding, nevertheleſs God's aſliſtance 
is neceflary for him. Thus David fays, Pf. 
37.23. The ſteps of a good Man are order d by 
tbe Lord, and be delighteth in bis way,as much 
as to ſay, God indeed perfects our Actions, 


but Man alſo has a Duty to perform. . 


Becauſe we owe ali the Good we have to 
God ; therefore we are obligd to Hor 
nour him with ic, Thus the Pfalmiſt right- 
ly obſerves, P/al. 65. 4. Bleſſed is the Man 
whom thou chooſeſt, and caujeſt to approach 
unto thee, that be may awell in thy Courts, \.e. 
in- Heaven, and in the Company of Saints. 
Give me leave,to explain this by an Ex- 


ample. I will pitch upon Fo/eph and Tar- 


4 quin, 
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win. This being in love with a pretty 
y, committed Adultery with her; the 
other ſecing the Beauty of his wanton Mi- 
ſtreſs, bravely and piouſly refus'd to lie 
with her. , 

Now what was the Cauſe of the diffe- 
rent and- contrary Motions in theſe two 
Perfons? Wirhout doubt the regular Ap- 
petite of this, and the depraved one of t'o-- 
ther ; for becauſe Tarquir was wholly lead 
_ away by his Lufts, and deſpis'd Chaſtity, 
God left him to his vitious Defires; bur 
becauſe Foſepb's Inclinations were virtuous 
and chaſt, God diſcover'd to him the Fil- 
thineſs of the AQ, the Injury to his Ma- 
ſter, and the Torments of Hell; and by 
the Conſideration of theſe rhings, God af. 
fiſted him, and prevented the Commiſſion 
of ſo notorious a Sin : Hence the Rebbins 
u&d to fay upon thoſe words, Gen. 39. 10. 
He hearken'd nit unto her, to lie by ber, or 
#0 be with her >: He would not lie with 
her in- this World, leſt he ſhould ſuffer 
with her in the next. Now becauſe theſe 
Attions depended upon both their Free- 
wills, therefore one deſerves Erernal Praiſe 
and Glory, and the other Everlaſting Diſ- 
grace and Ruine. If we allow any ſuch 
thing as Rewards and Puniſhments, 
we muſt neceſſarily admit of Free-will. 
Wherefore God always ſupports and helps 
thoſe Perſons that mind -ctheir Duty, and 
are 
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are induftrious, but diſregards the Lazy 
and Slothful. : 


SECT; ro. As to the third thing I am 


to prove, Maimonides affirms, thar if men's 
Sins are very heinous and notoriobs there 
is no rovm for Repentance; and in confit-' 
mation of his Opinion be us'd to alledge 
+ that of 7/aiah 6. 10. and 2 Chron. 36.16. 


So that according to him, God harden'd 


the Heart of Pharaoh for his Sins, Exod.14.4- 


Likewiſe $ihon and: Og King of Baſan were 


ſo wicked, that their Repentance cond not 


avert their Puniſhment. Apgreeable to this 
Opinion it is, that God ſometimes takes a- 
way Free-will from Sinners. Cerrain it is 
that God deprives Men of their Eftates, 
Honaurs, Life and Liberty for their Ini- 
quiries, The Ancients too were of rhis 
Mind. Buc what we read in Tanbutna, 
is worth our Obſervation. Three things, 
fays the Author, God has put intro our 


| Power, viz. our Hands, Feet and Mouth, atid 
there are three things which are not in our. 


Power, viz. our Eyes, Ears and Noſe ; for 
we ſee, hear, and ſinell many things thar 
are offenſive to us. God oftentimes de- 
bars us the uſe of thoſe rhings which are 
in our Power, by reaſon of our Sins. Thus 


God wither'd the Hand of Feroboam,which 


he reach'd our to ſeize the Prophet ; and 
made 


. 
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made Balaam blets the I/ree/zes, whom he 
deſignd to curſe. Therefore it is evident, 
that God very often obſtrytts Men's Atti- 
ons, and can abridge their Power, Hence 
Abravanel confelles, that. when God in- 
tends to reward or puniſh any Perſon, 
nothing can prevent it. An inſtance of 
this he ſays we have, in the Infacuation of 
Achitophel, becauſe God was refolv'd to 
puniſh Ab/olowm. To this belong the words 
of Ferem. 10.23. 2.Sam:; 19. T4. Ia. 14. 29. 
Iſaec Areme is of opinion,that Repentance 
is Never too late: For, ſays he, it is al- 
ways acceptable to God. Bur he affirms, 
that for the Murder of our Neighbour, Re- 
pentance is ineffeftual, and therefore we 
can'c eſcape Puniſhiment for that. 

If I may have leave todeclare my Judg- 
ment in this Caſe, I do firmly believe that 
God never forces, or takes away the uſe 
of our Free-will,but always mercifully dil- 
poſes the means, as they are more or leſs 
agreeable to our inclinations ; like the pri- 
Tum mie, which carries round the infe. 
Tiour Orbs, yet every one of them hath 
a diſtinct Motion. I ſhall illuſtrate my 
meaning by this Example, Gad defign'd 
that the J/razlites ſhould continue in the 
Egyptian Bondage fo many Years, and that 
Fileph ſhould be advanc'd above all his 
Brethren, Now God compelld no body to 

accom- 


accompliſh this Deſign 3 but he only fo 
order'd the means, that Fo/eph might be 
ſold to the Midiaziriſh Merchants, and then 
this way he might: come into Egypr; In 
like manner God intended to difplay the 
miraculous Signs of his Power among the 
Egyptians, but how ? by hardening Pha- 
raob's Hearr, fo that he ſhould have no uſe 
of his Free-will ? No, but by ſo contriving 
Ir, that the King mighe have occaſion, by 
the free Uſe, or rather the Abuſe, of his 
Will, of hardening his Heart. Thus when 
he ſaw his own Magicians work the ſame 
Miracles which Msſes's did, he diſregarded 
them. He perceiv'd that the Plagues could 
be eaſily remov'd, and ſo was not much 
concern'd at them; but obſtinarely re- 
fus'd ro diſmiſs the People, till he was ſur- 
priz'd with the Slaughter of his Son, and 
all the Firſt-born of his Subjects. Thus 
we muſt underſtand, that God harden'd 
the Hearts of S:bo» and Og the King of Ba- 
{an : For the 1/raelites had ſent Meſſengers. 
to the Edomites, rhe Ammonites, and the 
Moeabites, to requeſt a Paſſage through the 
Borders of their Country, but being de- 
ny'd, they went another way. Now S:- 
bow and Og expetted that rhey would do 
the ſame to them, but when they ſaw chey 
would not, they rook up Arms and ftifly 
oppus'd their Paflſage, but unh3ppily, for 


they 
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they were , preſently conquer'd. Her® 


God only gave an opportunuy to their | 


. peryerlſeneſs, but did not in the leaſt force 

their #7 Is, that he might puniſh them. 
God al determin'd to divide Solomon's 
Kingdom, but which way did he effect it ? 
not by compelling Reboboarn, but by giving 
occaſion, that by the Advice of his young 
Counſellours (by wham he-was directed) 


be might refuſeto leſſen the People's Taxes, 


and fo Abijab's Prophecy. was fulfill'd. 
Thus -I think all 1 Places, -where God 
ſeems.to. deprive Man of his Free-will that 
he may puniſh him, may be explaig'd. 

; For as Princes know how wiſely and 
prudently to manage their Afﬀairs, that 
they may obtain their Deſigns : So does 
God (whois theKing of Heaven and Earth) 
in like manner diſpoſe all chings ( without 
impairing our Free-wills) that he may ef- 
fe his Reſolutions, that he may merciful- 
ly recompence ſome, and juſtly puniſh o- 
thers. To this belong the words of Sola- 
86x, Prov, 21. I. The King 5 beart is in the 
hand of the Lord, as the R:vers of Water, be 
 Snelineth it whitherſcever he will. He does 
not ſay, be fprcech, bur inclinech ; and this 
is all that I propos to prove. 


SECT. 11. There ſtill remains one dif- 
ficult and intricate Queſtion, which I will 
endea- 
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endeavour to folve; and it is this. How 
can Man's Free-will and God's Fore-know- 
ledge be recanciPd together. This ſeem'd 
inexplicable to Cajetan, very crabbed to 
Vaſquez, and the Fews unanimouſly con- 
feſs, that it is very abſtruſe. Hence A4ai- 
monides ſays, that God's: Knowledge is nor 
an Accident { as Man's is.) but is the very 
Eſſence of God. Wherefore as Men can't 
comprehend the Eſſence of God ( accor- 
ding to that in Exod. 33. 20. There ſhall xo 
man ſee me and live :) Soneither can they 
apprehend how God fore-knows things, 
1/aiah 5x. 8. It is evident (ſays the fame 
Author ) that Men have Free-will, and no 
Body doubts but God knew all things from 
Eternity, bur it is ſtill a Queſtien how God 
knows things, and yet Man have the 
Liberty of his Will. For to enquire which 
way Gcd knows things, is as much as to 
deſire the Knowledge of God himſelf, both 
which cannot be atrain'd in this Life. To 
this belongs the Anſwer of Bzas, who was 
askd how God was acquainted with hu- 
mane Atfairs and Actions ? Iris certain, 
ſays he, there is a God, whoſe Providence 
is over all; and it is likewiſe certain that 
we have a Free-21/1 ; but how God knows 
our Actions,is cafie to conjecture, but difft= 
 Cult-to explain. 


R. Abra- 
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R. Abraham Bar David, ( a Rival of Mat- 
monides ) ſays, that Maimonides indeed did: 
propoſe the Queſtion, but did not anſwer 
ir,, and therefore he had berter have ler it 
alone. - Wherefore this R455: (offering his 
Opinion to explain rhe manner of God's 
Prelcience) ſays, That the Aſtrologers, by 
looking upon the Stars, can gueſs at a 
great many things that will come'to paſs; 


-in like manner God knows whac will hap- 
. Pen to Men by the Courſe of the Planets, 


which he has ordain'd already. - Now 
when it is in 'Man's' Power to avoid the 
influence of the Stars by his good 'or evil 
Actions: He fays,thar God fore knows that 
AQ or Motion of his Will, and which way 
he deſigns ts dirett ic. Which Preſcience, 
he affirms, neceſlitares, no Body's Actions. 
Bur this, { as the Author himſelf acknow- 
ledges ) is not a ſatisfactory Anſwer tothe 
Queſtion. | | 
Wherefore R.1ſaac Bar Se/at in my mind, 
advances the clearett Solution. God, ſays 
he, from Eregnity order d all. the Afﬀeairs 
of the whole World, and by his Divine 
Wiſdom and Sagacity ſaw all the Effects 
thac ever would be produc'd ; which tho? 


. . they may depend ( I ſpeak of humane 


Attions ) upon Man's Free-will, to exiſt, 
or not to exiſt ; yet nevertheleſs, God in- 


 fallibly and certainly fore-ſaw, and fore- 


knew . 
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knew them. Man does nat att after this . 
or that manngr, becauſe God knew befors*** 


% 


hand thar he would ; bur on the contrary, 
becauſe Marr ats fo and fo, therefore God 
knew it from Eternity. This is the Opt- 
nion of R. Iſaac Areams, Fuſtin Martyr, O- 
rigen, Damaſcene, Chryſoſtom, Hierom, Au- 
guſtine, and Cyril. This Solution I firmly 
embrace my ſelf. Here is the Caſe, if a 
Perſon being placd upon an high Tower, 


or Mountain, ſees one Man go from South 


to North, another from North to South; 
by this AQ of Viſion he does not neceſſitate 
the voluntary Motion of thoſe Men ; ſo it 
is here. For God's Eternity is correſpon- 
dent, to thediſtance ofPlaces; for he knew 
all things from Eternity, as if they were 
but juſt done. I will explain it by another 
Similitude; let us ſuppoſe a Circle, from 
whoſe Center may be drawn ſeveral Lines 
to the Circumference; Now in reſpett of 
this Circumference we may conſider a firſt 
and alaſt,or a diſtance between theſe Lines, 
whichin reſpect ofthe Center is none atall; 
ſo in reference to God, there is no ſuch 
thing as firſt and laſt, paſt and future, buc 


_ all things are preſenc to him. And this,[ be- 


lieve, Mercurins Triſmegiſtus means,when he 
compares God toa Center, and a Ciccum- 


ference, in reſpect of his wonderful Preſci-* 
ence, And if we reflect upon what 14ai- 
I 


monides 


* 
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_monides (aid before, that our Knowledge is 
Nor like God's ; he means nething elſe, bur 
' that God knows things after a more excel- 
"lent manner, than Men do; for he equally 
ſees things thar are paſt, furute, 'anU-pre- 
lent, but we only t ofs that are Eoroferir 
Therefore he fays,.it is very difficutr'for a 
humane Underſtanding to comprehend the 
manner. haw God fore-knows rhings, be- 
cauſe His Knowledge i is not diftintt from 


his Eſſence. 


SECT. 12. Becauſe the Anke of the 
Sacred Writings are to be preferr'd before 
a'l Reafon and Experience, 1 deſign for the 
Eſtabliſhmenr of this Opinion, to produce 
the Words which God ſpoke to ſes, 
near the Tine of his Death, Exed. 31. 16. 
And the Lord ſaid unto Moſes, bebold thou 
fhazr ſleep with thy Fathers, and this People 
will riſe up, and go a whering after the 
Gods of = the Se; of the Land, hither 
they go to be amonzſ# them, and w: li forſake 
me and break my Covenant which I bave 


2:ade with them. 
Here is = plain Inſtance of God's fore- 


knowledge : And that the People mighc 
never forget it, he adds, wv. 19. Write ye 
this Song for you, and reach it the Children 
'of Hrael, &c. That*God's Preſctence does 


not incerfere with our Free-will, or impoſe 
Ro) 
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any Neceſſity upen it, is plain from ©.z 1. 
Fer I knew ther Imegination which the) 20 
abut even now, before I'bgue* brought them 


mro the Land w 'bich I ſware. Behold how 


'God*s Prefcience and Man's Free: will: ex- 


actly*apree rogether: '* Thar the Willis not 
forc'd; is manifeſt” from the Punifhmenrs 
which are inflicted on the Sinner, v.2t. 
Ilhen many Evils and Troubles are 5 fallen 
them. Thar is a famous Saying of the Rab- 
bint, All thinys are {cen, and jet Liberty is 


granted. 


To conc! lude, | with now compendiouſly 
ſumm vp what I have treared of in this 
Book. 

1. I have fhew'd, chat our Life has a 
Term. 

2. That this may , be_conſider'd acccr- 
ding to the Conftitutiors of the Body, or 
the Planers, which variouſly a&t on the 
Body ; or as fore will have ir, 1n general, 
In reſpect of the preſent and the paſt 
T imes., | 

3. That the Term of Life is alterable. 

4. That man's Life may be contracted 
ſeveral ways, viz by the Providence of 
God, by Nature, and. by Chance. 

5. That our Life may be prolong'd by 
the Meditation on God's Law, and: the 
Odſervation of his Precepts ; one of which 

I 2 be- - 
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belongs to the Mind or Theory ; the other 

' to the Will or Prattice. he oo 
6. That man may freely make uſe of -. 
Remedies and Phyfick when he is ſick. . 

7. That though God fore-knows furure 
ingencies, Nevertheleſs, every one - 

may virtuouſly or wickedly if he plea- 


